
Janet Evra  /  Dominic Cheli /  The ReMINDers  /  U.S. Air Force Band of Mid-America 
Traveling Salvation Show  /  Goitse  /  Leonid & Friends  /  Old Salt Union

Mad River Theater Works  /  Women in Jazz  /  The Wee Heavies 
ETHEL+Robert Mirabal   /  National Geographic Live  /  REZA andand  MUCH more!more!

                       The artistry and beauty
                  of dance troupe  Pilobolus

         2021-2022 Season

 McKendree
Presents

    PLUS . . .PLUS . . .



McKendree Presents Series

Janet Evra – Fri, Sep 17, 7:30 p.m. – Pg. 4

Dominic Cheli – Fri, Sep 24, 7:30 p.m. – Pg. 9____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The ReMINDers – Thu, Sep 30, 7:30 p.m. – Pg. 7____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Bach to the Future – Tue, Oct 5, 7:30 p.m. – Pg. 8____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Leonid & Friends – Sun, Oct 17, 7:30 p.m. – Pg. 23____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
REZA – Fri, Oct 22, 7:30 p.m. – Pg. 13____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Old Salt Union – Sat, Nov 13, 7:30 p.m. – Pg. 3____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Traveling Salvation Show - Christmas – Sat, Dec 4, 7:30 p.m. – Pg. 17____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
USAF Band: Holiday Show – Tue, Dec 7, 7:00 p.m.  –  Wed, Dec 8, 10 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.  – Pg. 10 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Nutcracker  – Fri, Dec 10, 6:30 p.m. – Sat, Dec 11, 6:30 – Sun, Dec 12, 2 p.m. – Pg. 14 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Brian Owens – Complete Gamer: Celebrating Bob Gibson – Fri, Jan 21, 7:00 p.m. – Pg. 21____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ETHEL + Robert Mirabal: The River – Fri, Feb 11, 7:30 p.m. – Pg. 22____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mad River Theater Works: Freedom Riders – Thu, Feb 17, 7:00 p.m. – Pg. 24____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Women in Jazz – Mon, Feb 28, 7:30 p.m. – Pg. 15____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Goitse – Thu, Mar 10, 7:30 p.m. – Pg. 18____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Wee Heavies– Sat, Mar 19, 7:30 p.m. – Pg. 11____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Pilobolus – Mon, Apr 4, 7:30 p.m. – Pg. 19

 Arts Education Series     – Pg. 28

The ReMINDers – Thu, Sep 30, 10 a.m. – Pg. 7____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
REZA –  Fri, Oct 22, 10 a.m. – Pg. 13____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
USAF Band: Holiday Show – Tue, Dec 7, 10 a.m.  – Pg. 10____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mad River Theater Works: Freedom Riders – Thu, Feb 17, 10 a.m. – Pg. 24_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

McCammon Distinguished Speaker Series    – Pg. 26

Dr. Lauren Thompson – Wed, Sep 8, 7:30 p.m.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lance Geiger: The History Guy – Wed, Nov 10, 7:30 p.m._____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Nat. Geo. Live: Nizar Ibrahim – Thu, Mar 3, 7:30 p.m.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Nat. Geo. Live: Rae Wynn Grant – Wed, Apr 20, 7:30 p.m.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Discovery Series    – Pg. 29

Miles of Wire – Sat, Aug 28, 7:30 p.m.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Joe Metzka – Wed, Oct 27, 7:30 p.m. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Brian Woods – Thu, Jan 27, 7:30 p.m.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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McKendree PresentsMcKendree Presents wishes to thank these wishes to thank these  

Generous donors!

Dear Friend,

Welcome to our 16th season at the Hett!
 
Inside these pages are artists from around our state, nation and the world 
who are excited to share their art with you. Whether you love dance, 
theater, or live music, there is something for everyone. 

In addition to our McKendree Presents series, we are excited to continue 
the Discovery Series — a space to welcome "up & coming" and local 
artists to our stage. Be sure to check our website for new performances 
being added throughout the year.

Keeping the arts accessible and viable is imperative to the health of 
our region. We are grateful to our community of patrons, donors,  
advertisers, and sponsors for their help in allowing us to share art.  If 
you are already a Friend of the Hett, I want to thank you on behalf of 
your friends and neighbors for your support in helping the Hett fulfill its 
mission. If you are not yet a Friend of the Hett, I hope you will consider 
becoming one today. 

Whether you are a long-time patron or a first-time visitor, I think you’ll 
find the time you spend with us to be rejuvenating to both the mind and 
the spirit.   

Thank you for joining us and enjoy the show!

Sincerely,

Elizabeth A. Crabtree '20Elizabeth A. Crabtree '20
DirectorDirector
Russel E. and Fern M. Hettenhausen Russel E. and Fern M. Hettenhausen 
Center for the Arts (the Hett)Center for the Arts (the Hett)

MM CC K E N D R E E  U N I V E R S I T YK E N D R E E  U N I V E R S I T Y  •  F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  H E T TF R I E N D S  O F  T H E  H E T T
I L L I N O I S  A R T S  C O U N C I L*I L L I N O I S  A R T S  C O U N C I L*  •  A R T S  M I D W E S T * *A R T S  M I D W E S T * *

N A T I O N A L  E N D O W M E N T  F O R  T H E  A R T SN A T I O N A L  E N D O W M E N T  F O R  T H E  A R T S  •  A M E R E N  I L L I N O I SA M E R E N  I L L I N O I S

*This program is partially supported by the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency
**Arts Midwest Touring Fund
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314-209-1997  |  stolze.com



p g .  3

Old Salt Union
M O D E R N  B L U E G R A S S

The progressive “newgrass” Americana string band Old Salt 
Union was founded by a horticulturist, cultivated by classically 
trained musicians, and fueled by a vocalist-bass player who is 
also a hip-hop producer with a fondness for the Four Freshmen. 

A collision of musical backgrounds and styles informs the group’s fresh 
approach to bluegrass and gives it an electric live performance vibe that seems to 
pull more from vaudeville than the front porch. Through relentless touring, 
the band from Belleville, Ill., has honed and developed its sound and cultivated 
a steadfast fan base drawn to its high-energy shows.
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Sat, Nov 13, 2021

Generously supported by:

Mr. Mark Waltermire & 
Mrs. Pam Waltermire

Adult
$25

Senior
$23

Student
$10



Janet Evra
B O S S A  N O V A ,  J A Z Z ,  B A S S I S T

Janet Evra blends traditional bossa nova, samba, and 
Latin jazz with modern continental influences and an 
indie twist to produce fresh, lush, original music in English, 
Portuguese, Spanish, and French. 

Her favorites include Edith Piaf and Charles Trenet, including “La Mer” and 
“La Vie en Rose.” From Gloucester, England, Janet is a vocalist, bassist, compos-
er, and songwriter based in St. Louis.  She released her debut album, Ask Her to 
Dance, to critical acclaim in 2018.   
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Fri, Sep 17, 2021

Adult
$25

Senior
$23

Student
$10



Even the biggest goals start with simple steps
Contact an agent or financial representative in our St. Clair/Clinton Agency to see how 
taking a few small steps now can lead to a bright financial future.

1-866-COUNTRY (1-866-268-6879) | COUNTRYFinancial.com

0419-529HO



C P A S  +  F I N A N C I A L  A D V I S O R S

CREASON-EDWARDS
   & C IMAROLLI

2810 Frank Scott Pkwy W
Suite 704
Belleville, IL 62223

618-233-1001
www.ceccpas.com

*Securities offered through 1st Global Capital Corp., Member FINRA, SIPC.  
Investment advisory services offered through 1st Global Advisors, Inc.

Debi Edwards* 
Kevin Edwards* 

Dave Cimarolli*
Carol Elder

We are proud to support the  
Hettenhausen Center for the Arts. 

Enjoy the show!

Broadway Pops! 
3 p.m., March 6, 2022

We look forward to presenting 
one of our most popular 
concerts on the stage of 

The Hett with 
Steve Jankowski, Master of 

Ceremonies. 

Join Us 
For The 

2021-2022 
Season of the 

Masterworks Chorale

The concert schedule 
will be set and 

available to view at 

singmasterworks.org 
and Facebook.

Broadway Pops! 
3 p.m., March 6, 2022

We look forward to presenting 
one of our most popular 
concerts on the stage of 

The Hett with 
Steve Jankowski, Master of 

Ceremonies. 

Join Us 
For The 

2021-2022 
Season of the 

Masterworks Chorale

The concert schedule 
will be set and 

available to view at 

singmasterworks.org 
and Facebook.



The ReMINDers
H I P - H O P / R A P ,  F O L K 

See Arts Education Series, pg. 28

The ReMINDers’ unique mashup of razor sharp rhymes; raw, soulful 
vocals; and reggae-tinged hip-hop beats form the backdrop for their 
relevant and inspiring themes. The duo seamlessly blends soulful sounds and 
roots music with insightful messages and thoughtful lyrics. Brussels-born emcee Big Samir 
weaves intricate rhythmic patterns with a bilingual French-English flow, complemented by 
Aja Black’s confident delivery and unique vocals. Married for almost a decade, they share 
an undeniable chemistry. The ReMINDers released their debut album “Recollect” in 2008, 
followed by “Born Champions” in 2012. They have shared the stage with Snoop Dogg, 
Lauryn Hill, Fishbone, Nas, Mos Def, Big Boi and others, garnering international acclaim. 
Beyond their performances, the duo often works with community organizations, schools, 
and universities to deliver workshops, talks, and special performances. p g .  7
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Thu, Sep 30, 2021

Adult
$25

Senior
$23

Student
$10



Bach to the Future
E X P E R I M E N T A L 

Imagine the classics - Bach, Beethoven, Mozart - performed in 
exciting new ways... modern jazz, African, and Latin rhythms. 
Bach to the Future brings an exciting, whimsical approach to the 
most beloved music of all time, and some of the most interesting 
cutting-edge instruments you'll ever see. 

How about a Drum-itar? A 6-string electric violin that sounds like Jimi Hendrix? 
Michael Silverman is the most downloaded solo pianist in the world with over two 
billion downloads and streams. Rob Silverman is the author of several best-selling 
drum technique books.

p g .  9p g .  8

Tue, Oct 5, 2021

Generously supported by:

President Daniel Dobbins '81 
and Mrs. Mickey Dobbins '81
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Adult
$25

Senior
$23

Student
$10



Dominic Cheli
C L A S S I C A L  M O D E R N

Dominic Cheli’s playing has been described as “spontaneous yet 
perfect, the best of how a young person can play.” (Symphony 
Magazine). His rapidly advancing career includes his Walt Disney 
Concert Hall debut with legendary conductor Valery Gergiev, his 
Carnegie Hall Recital debut, as well as an upcoming album release 
on the Naxos label. 

A native of St. Louis, Cheli has performed with the Metropolitan Orchestra of St. 
Louis, as well as the San Diego Symphony, DuPage Symphony, Nordwestdeutsche 
Philharmonic in Germany and many others. 

p g .  9
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Dominic Cheli

Fri, Fri, Sep 24, 2021, 2021

Generously supported by:

Mr. William Eckert & 
Mrs. Janet Eckert '89

Corporate Sponsor:

Together Wee Grow

Adult
$25

Senior
$23

Student
$10



U.S. Air Force Band of Mid-America
H O L I D A Y

See Arts Education Series, pg. 28

A Hett holiday tradition! 

The talented musical ambassadors of Headquarters Air Mobility Command at Scott Air Force Base return 
for three joyful, uplifting performances. The 45 enlisted musicians and vocalists of the Band of Mid-America’s 
Concert Band represent the professionalism and excellence found throughout the U.S. Air Force. 
Their diverse repertoire includes symphonic masterworks, traditional marches, modern compositions, 
and jazz-inspired holiday music. Always a sell-out!

U.S. Air Force 
Band 

of Mid-America

p g .  11p g .  10

Wed, Dec 8, 2021
Tue, Dec 7, 2021
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Adult

Free

Senior

Free

Student

Free



p g .  11

The Wee Heavies
A  C A P P E L L A ,  C E L T I C

Back by popular demand! The Wee Heavies have won a following 
with its eclectic mix of Scottish, Irish, and American folk music, 
which combines tradition, innovative original arrangements, and 
moving interpretation. 

Dedicated to music from and influenced by the Celtic tradition, tenors 
Aaron Schiltz and Peter Merideth, baritone Jay Harkey, and bass Steve Neale began 
singing together in St. Louis’ Shaw neighborhood in 2013 after they observed a 
distinct lack of a cappella Celtic music at charitable events. They create a sound 
rich in harmony with unexpected twists and an energy that has audiences clapping, 
stomping, and singing along.

p g .  10

Sat, Mar 19, 2022

Generously supported by:

Mr. Randy Wells
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Adult
$25

Senior
$23

Student
$10



 
Come! Join with 
us Sunday in: 

Worship 
9:30 AM 

Fellowship 
10:30 AM 

Sunday School 
11:00 AM 

603 W. Saint Louis St. 
Lebanon, IL  62254 

(618) 537-6622 
lebanonmethodist.org 

We have many 
activities 

 you may enjoy.  
Check us out! 

Best wishes for a great season 
          Lebanon Lions Club 

                        P.O. Box 222, Lebanon, IL 62254 
                       info@lebanonillinoislions.com 

                       www.lebanonillinoislions.com  

  www.facebook.com/Lebanon-Illinois-Lions-Club-20454096164349 

“We Serve” 

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001875

Get great service & great rates.
You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor service. But I’m also here with surprisingly 
great rates for everyone. Call me for a quote to see how much you can save. You might be 
surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements. 

Jessica Zurliene, Agent
624 S. Madison
Lebanon, IL  62254
Bus: 618-537-4441
www.insurewithjess.com



REZA
W O R L D - C L A S S  I L L U S I O N I S T

See Arts Education Series, pg. 28

REZA has taken the art of illusion to a new level, delivering his rock 
concert style magic show to audiences across the globe. 

Don’t expect rabbits out of hats! REZA's current tour transports concert level lighting & 
production merged with the most incredible cutting-edge magic in existence today. REZA 
has garnered a world-wide buzz and loyal fan base with his passion for creating signature 
grand-scale illusions such as making motorcycles and helicopters materialize out of thin air!
Perhaps REZA’s greatest secret is his uncanny ability to communicate his performance art 
on such a personal level.

p g .  13

Fri, Oct 22, 2021

Generously supported by:

Mr. Gerald Cornell '74 
and Mrs. Sharon Cornell 
and Mrs. Lynn Cornell 

and the late 
Brig. General David 
Cornell, USAF, Ret. 
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Adult
$40

Senior
$38

Student
$15



The ballet classic returns to the Hett this holiday season! This timely holiday classic features 
local dance talent and principals from leading professional companies.

The Nutcracker, a two-act Russian ballet with a famous score by Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky, premiered in 
1892 and has become a beloved Christmas season tradition. The enchanting story follows young Clara and 
her Nutcracker doll from a fancy family Christmas party to a fierce battle with the evil Mouse King. Their 
magical adventure continues through the Land of Snow and the Kingdom of Sweets, featuring the Sugar 
Plum Fairy.  

State Street Dance Company is a semi-professional ensemble from the DanceStation School in O’Fallon, Ill.

p g .  14 p g .  15

The Hett and State Street 
Dance Company co-present: Sun, Dec 12, 2021

Sat, Dec 11, 2021
Fri, Dec 10, 2021
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$28
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$10



Bessie, Billie, & Nina: Celebrating Women in Jazz
Featuring Charenée Wade, Camille Thurman and Tahira Clayton / J A Z Z

Bessie Smith, Billie Holiday, and Nina Simone were among the most influential 
and popular singers of their times, wielding their exceptional talents to combat racial 
prejudice, sexism, and poverty. Whether powerfully and playfully claiming their autonomy and sexuality,
forcing America to acknowledge racism, or giving voice to the Civil Rights movement with stirring protest 
anthems, they spoke to and for the disenfranchised as women, African-Americans, and artists. All three defied 
social norms to embrace self-empowerment through their art.

Each a rising star in her own right, Charenée Wade and Camille Thurman perform with Jazz at Lincoln 
Center and Tahira Clayton co-leads the Women in Jazz Organization. Backed by an all-female band, they 
celebrate the enduring legacies of these iconic women and artists with performances of their classic songs.

Tahira Clayton Charenée Wade

Camille Thurman

p g .  15

W O M E N
I N

J A Z Z  !!!

Mon, Feb 28, 2022
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Adult
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Senior
$23

Student
$10



p g .  17

HAC Wants YOU!
Highland Arts Council actively promotes Visual and

Performing Arts in and around the Highland
Community through many activities and projects:

• Highland’s First-Class Art Fair: ‘Art in
the Park,’ held annually 2nd weekend
in October

• Art of Soul Educational Program Feb/
March

• Street Art Festival - September
• The Art Affair Fundraiser
• Youth Arts Event to highlight art from

local schools - November

We're looking for Art Lovers, Artists, and People 
who want to join a fun community organization.

Our meetings are held the first Monday of each 
month at 1216 Broadway @ 6:30 PM

For more information,
visit HighlandArtsCouncil.org

Or Call 618-558-0054.

The Visual &
Performing Arts 
at McKendree University

The Hett provides McKendree 
University students a state-of-the-
art performance venue in which 
to nurture and display their many 
talents. Student performances are 
free to attend. Dates and times are 
subject to change. Visit theHett.
com for up-to-date information.

Music
............
Music majors develop their skills 
as they prepare for careers in music 
performance, education, theatre, or 
other opportunities in the arts.

 Theatre
................
See amazing, innovative shows 
staged by student actors, designers, 
and technicians.

 Art
.......
The McKendree University Gallery 
of Art at 305 Stanton St. in Lebanon 
displays original works by students, 
faculty, and visiting artists.



The Traveling Salvation Show 
H O L I D A Y  S H O W  /  R O C K

Good times never felt so good… so good…

An up-tempo, rock-oriented Tribute to the legendary Neil Diamond 
will have you dancing in your seat and singing along to his classic hits. The 
hard-driving band recreates the energy of Neil Diamond’s live arena performances 
with its own rock flair. Led by “Brother Love” Jay Henke on vocals and acoustic 
guitar, the St. Louis-based ensemble is Dan Farroll, piano and keyboard; 
Jeff Pawlow, keyboard and synthesizer; Sebastian Sronce, lead guitar; 
Randall Eickmeyer, bass; Tim Ilko, drums; Rick Turcotte, percussion; 
Liz Murphy-White, Leigha Sronce, and Courtney Walker, backing vocals. 
Let Brother Love save your soul!

Generously supported by:

Mr. George Obernagel '78

p g .  17

Sat, Dec 4, 2021
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$30

Senior
$28

Student
$10



Goitse
C E L T I C ,  W O R L D  M U S I C

Goitse (pronounced “go-witcha”) is an informal Gaelic 
Irish greeting meaning “come here.” 

The multi-award-winning quintet was forged at the Irish World Academy of Music
and Dance at the University of Limerick. Its distinctive sound intersperses 
original compositions with traditional tunes from the Irish countryside and 
abroad. Laying the rhythmic foundation are World and All-Ireland Bodhrán 
champion Colm Phelan and guitarist Conal O’Kane, while the sweet, 
charismatic voice of Áine McGeeney draws the audience into a song the way few 
performers can. Together they make what Irish Music Magazine calls “music 
that’s brimming with energy and creative zeal.”

Corporate sponsor:

p g .  19p g .  18

Thu, Mar 10, 2022
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Pilobolus
D A N C E

Pilobolus breaks down barriers between disciplines 
and challenges the way we think about dance. 
Founded in 1971 by a group of Dartmouth College students, Pilobolus is
named after a barnyard fungus that propels its spores with extraordinary speed, 
accuracy, and strength. Physically and intellectually, the company engages and 
inspires audiences around the world through performance, education, and 
consultation. Its creative and educational work takes place through the Pilobolus 
Lab, in which the company convenes artists in the development of new work 
and teaches its method to individuals and institutions. The Pilobolus Lab
has produced collaborations with Penn & Teller, the MIT Distributed Robotics 
Laboratory, and Maurice Sendak, among many others.

p g .  19

Mon, Apr 4, 2022
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$10



● Acrylics & Oils
● Watercolors
● Mixed Media
● Pottery
● Jewelry
● Fiber Art
● Antiques
● Stickley Furniture

Offering classes:
Painting

Mixed Media
Pottery

 Soap Making

111 W. St. Louis St., Lebanon, IL
www.TiaHouse.com

Art, Antiques & American Craft

myGCScu.com

Federally Insured by NCUA. Account approval, qualifications, limits, 
and other requirements apply. See GCS Credit Union for details.

Student Success Account Package:
Rewarding you with $10 cash for 
good grades, account 
opening, & referring 
two friends.
 

Student Success Account Package:
Rewarding you with $10 cash for 
good grades, account 
opening, & referring 
two friends.
 

JOINING

f o r  j oyf o r  j oy

w i l l  l e av e  yo uw i l l  l e av e  yo u

is in the  
Neighborhood.

memhosp.com

With board-certified physicians  
and surgeons, award-winning nurses,  

and experienced therapists,  
Memorial Hospitals are committed  
to providing you and your family  

with the highest-quality care possible.  
And because we’re part of  

BJC HealthCare, we’re connected  
to the region’s top specialists at  

BJC Medical Group of Illinois,  
St. Louis Children’s Hospital, and  
Washington University Physicians  

in Illinois, Inc. It’s the world’s  
best medicine right where you live.

11158-13 YBM Campaign_Expertise - Hett Playbill Ad Neighborhood 3.6875x11.25.indd   111158-13 YBM Campaign_Expertise - Hett Playbill Ad Neighborhood 3.6875x11.25.indd   1 5/25/21   2:25 PM5/25/21   2:25 PM



Brian Owens: Complete Gamer 
Celebrating Bob Gibson
S O U L ,  R & B

Complete Gamer is a celebration of Cardinals legend and baseball hall of 
fame pitcher, Bob Gibson. 

This multi-media experience features original music performed by Brian Owens and musicians of 
Life Creative Group, a creative arts company dedicated to sharing the talent and stories of the 
St. Louis Region on a global level. Their single, entitled #CompleteGamer, was commissioned by the 
St. Louis Cardinals to reach a new generation of fans so that they know the extraordinary life story of 
Hall of Famer Bob Gibson.

Brian has been compared to legendary soul artists such as Marvin Gaye and Otis Redding. His 
music is full of messages that are hopeful, encouraging and thought-provoking. He has released eight 
albums and performed at the White House and the World Series. 

p g .  21

Fri, Jan 21, 2022
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Presented in collaboration 
with the Cahokia Mounds 
State Historic Site

ETHEL + Robert Mirabal: The River   
W O R L D  M U S I C ,  S T O R Y T E L L I N G

Adventurous New York string quartet ETHEL and special guest 
artist Robert Mirabal continue their deeply successful 
cross-cultural collaboration, inspired by Water as the 
embodiment of Spirit, and its essential role in Life on Earth. 

The audience is immersed in a flow of music, narrative, and ritual that evokes timeless 
Native American traditions through contemporary musical artistry. As delivered 
by these master performers, the sound is dazzling, the effect is breathtaking.
Three-time Grammy Award-winning musician, writer, singer, and storyteller Robert Mirabal 
of the Taos Pueblo is Native America’s most dynamic and best-selling artist. In addition 
to the music and instruments he creates, he is also a celebrated painter, poet and playwright.
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ETHEL + 
Robert Mirabal
THE RIVER

Fri, Feb 11, 2022
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Generously supported by:

Mrs. Jane Spreng and the 
late Dr. Frank Spreng

Corporate Sponsor 
Robert and Grace Renner 

Welch Endowment 

Adult
$25

Senior
$23

Student
$10



p g .  23

Leonid & Friends
R O C K

In a few short years, the incredible 11-piece, Moscow-based 
tribute band has blown the minds of legions of fans and social 
media followers with its uncanny ability to capture the spirit, 
musicality and fire of the jazz-rock supergroup Chicago. 

In 2014, Leonid Vorobyev gathered some friends for a studio project dedicated
to his favorite group. Their first video, a cover of “Brand New Love Affair,” went 
viral and gained traction when the group Chicago posted the video on its official 
website. Leonid & Friends attracted 300,000+ social media followers and 
an astonishing 50+ million video views—before they ever toured outside of Russia!
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Sun, Oct 17, 2021

Adult
$40

Senior
$38

Student
$15



Mad River Theater Works: Freedom Riders
T H E A T E R

See Arts Education Series, pg. 28

Mad River Theater Works is an acclaimed touring ensemble that 
creates vibrant and evocative plays with music for families and 
young audiences based on American history and folklore. 

"Freedom Riders" is the latest edition to the canon of American History plays by 
Mad River Theater Works. This new play, with original songs and music, explores 
the valiant and courageous personalities behind one of the most critical chapters 
in the history of the Civil Rights movement.

Thu, Feb 17, 2022
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Senior
$23
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$10



Thu, Thu, Oct 7, 2021, 2021
Ophelia (2018)(2018)

...................................

Dr. Nichole DeWall,
ScreenTalk PresenterScreenTalk Presenter   

...................................

Rated PG-13; 1 hr. 54 min.1 hr. 54 min.

Wed, Wed, Feb 2, 2022, 2022
Our Planet (2019)(2019)

...................................

Dr. Martha Patterson,
ScreenTalk PresenterScreenTalk Presenter   

...................................

Rated PG; 1 hr.1 hr.

Tue, Tue, Nov 2, 2021, 2021
Kinky Boots (2005)(2005)

...................................

Dr. Jessica Campbell,
ScreenTalk PresenterScreenTalk Presenter   

...................................

Rated PG-13; 1 hr., 46 min.1 hr., 46 min.

Wed, Wed, Feb 23, 2022, 2022
Judas & the Black Messiah (2021)(2021)

...................................

Dr. Lauren Thompson,
ScreenTalk PresenterScreenTalk Presenter   

...................................

Rated R; 2 hrs., 6 min.2 hrs., 6 min.

Thu, Thu, Nov 18, 2021, 2021
My Octopus Teacher (2020)(2020)

...................................

Dr. Brenda Boudreau,
ScreenTalk PresenterScreenTalk Presenter   

...................................

Rated G; 1 hr., 30 min.1 hr., 30 min.

Tue, Tue, Mar 29, 2022, 2022
Anthropocene (2018)(2018)
...................................

Dr. Kevin Zanelotti,
ScreenTalk PresenterScreenTalk Presenter   

...................................

Not Rated; 1 hr., 27 min.1 hr., 27 min.

Film Art SeriesFilm Art Series Check
theHett.com 

for showtimes



NizarNizar
IbrahimIbrahim
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Paleontologist
Courtesy: Rebecca Drobis

The
McCammon
Distinguished
Speaker Series

Dr. Lauren Dr. Lauren 
Thompson Thompson 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

HISTORY 
PROFESSOR

$15 per speaker; $40 to see all four 
McKendree University Faculty,
Staff & Students FREE
All performances begin at 7:30 pm

Spinosaurus: Lost 
Giant of the Cretaceous     

Spinosaurus was nearly lost to 
science before Nizar Ibrahim, a 
remarkable young paleontolo-
gist, discovered this prehistoric 
giant. With amazing video 
recreating the lost world of the 
Cretaceous-era Sahara, Ibrahim 
tells the story of Spinosaurus’ 

Generously sponsored by:
 The George E. McCammon 

Memorial Endowment

Dr. Lauren Thompson is an 
Assistant Professor of History 
at McKendree University. 
Her book, entitled Friendly 
Enemies: Soldier Fraternization 
during the American Civil 
War, was published this 
summer by the University of 
Nebraska Press. In January 
2019, she received McKendree 
University’s Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Humanitarian 

PLUS:

p g .p g .  27p g .p g .  26

Wed, Sep 8, 2021

Thu, Mar 3, 2022



RaeRae
Wynn-GrantWynn-Grant
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Carnivore Ecologist
Courtesy: Christine Jean Chambers

Lance Lance 
Geiger Geiger 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

THE HISTORY 
GUY 

discovery, loss, and rediscovery, 
and explain what—other than 
its size—makes this ancient 
monster unique.

The Secret Life
of Bears
Rae Wynn-Grant has dedicated 
her life to ecological research 
and conservation. As a scien-
tist with National Geographic 
Society’s Last Wild Places 
Initiative, she works to protect 
and restore iconic wildlife 
populations, including North 

American black and grizzly 
bears. But when the wild lands 
of their habitat are crisscrossed 
by roads, fences, and ranches, 
how can bears and humans 
coexist peacefully? Dr. Wynn-
Grant intends to find the 
answer.

Lance Geiger is “The History 
Guy” on YouTube, where 
he tells forgotten stories 
of ancient and modern 
events “that deserve to be 
remembered.” 

His topics range from 
aviation history to forgotten 
battles, historical figures, 
and more from around the 
world. His award-winning 

Award.  At McKendree, 
Lauren teaches the following 
courses: Civil War Era, 
African-American History, 
Race & Ethnicity in U.S. 
History, American Revolution, 
Labor History, and U.S. 
Women’s History. 

channel has garnered more 
than 36 million views and 
965,000 subscribers. 
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Wed, Nov 10, 2021

Wed, Apr 20, 2022



REZAREZA
Homecoming Homecoming 

Weekend ShowWeekend Show

The Hett is pleased to present a wide variety of professional touring 
companies programmed specifically for K-12. Our Arts Education Series offers daytime Our Arts Education Series offers daytime 

performances for students, exposing them to the transformational power of the arts.performances for students, exposing them to the transformational power of the arts.

Attendance to any of our performances helps students meet Illinois Arts Learning Standards Attendance to any of our performances helps students meet Illinois Arts Learning Standards 
by responding and connecting to the arts. The Arts Education Series offers programs for all ages.by responding and connecting to the arts. The Arts Education Series offers programs for all ages.

Reduced Prices for Groups

Call the box office atCall the box office at 618.537.6863 to purchase to purchase 
tickets, priced at $5 per child; 1 free chaperone/tickets, priced at $5 per child; 1 free chaperone/

adult for every 10 tickets purchased.adult for every 10 tickets purchased.  

Educational Opportunities

Educational and study-guide materials Educational and study-guide materials 
are available. Visit are available. Visit theHett.com under Upcoming under Upcoming 

Events/Arts Education for more information.Events/Arts Education for more information.

TheThe
ReMINDersReMINDers

HipHip Hop Culture 101 Hop Culture 101

United States Air ForceUnited States Air Force
Band of Mid-America Band of Mid-America 

HolidayHoliday Concert Concert

Tue, Tue, Dec 7Dec 7, 10 a.m., 10 a.m. Thu, Thu, Sep 30Sep 30, 10 a.m., 10 a.m. Fri,Fri, Oct 22 Oct 22, 10 a.m., 10 a.m. Thu, Thu, Feb 17Feb 17, 10 a.m., 10 a.m.

Mad RiverMad River
Theater WorksTheater Works

Freedom RidersFreedom Riders

A r t s  E D U C AT I O N
H E T T E N H AU S E N  C E N T E R  FO R  T H E  A R TS

A
E

p g .p g .  28

Generously sponsored by:
Allison Cassens Early 

Childhood Development 
Center and 

Dr. Linda Cassens



Thu, Thu, Jan 27Jan 27, 2022, 2022

Brian WoodsBrian Woods
Classical PianistClassical Pianist

Wed, Wed, Oct 27Oct 27, 2021, 2021

Joe MetzkaJoe Metzka
Blues/JazzBlues/Jazz

Sat, Sat, Aug 28Aug 28, 2021, 2021

Miles of WireMiles of Wire
RockRock

p g .  29

All Tickets - $10All Tickets - $10 All Tickets - $10
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City of LebanonCity of Lebanon Surrounding Surrounding areaarea

Directions 
& Parking

THE HETTENHAUSEN CENTER
FOR THE ARTS
...........................
The Hett is located in The Hett is located in Lebanon, Lebanon, 
Illinois on the picturesque Illinois on the picturesque 
campus of McKendree campus of McKendree 
University at 400 N. Alton, University at 400 N. Alton, 
Lebanon, IL 62254.Lebanon, IL 62254.

MCKENDREE UNIVERSITY
...........................
McKendree University is McKendree University is 
conveniently located along conveniently located along 
Route 4, a mere 25 minutes Route 4, a mere 25 minutes 
from downtown St. Louis, from downtown St. Louis, 
Missouri and easily accessed Missouri and easily accessed 
from interstate highways 55, from interstate highways 55, 
57, 64 and 70.57, 64 and 70.  

PARKING & VALET DIRECTIONS
...........................
Parking is free on the Parking is free on the 
McKendree campus and McKendree campus and 
theater patrons can park for free theater patrons can park for free 
in the lot adjacent to the Hett. in the lot adjacent to the Hett. 
Valet is available  for select Valet is available  for select 
performances. Visit our website performances. Visit our website 
for details for details www.theHett.comwww.theHett.com  

ADDITIONAL DIRECTIONS
...........................
Complete driving directions Complete driving directions 
are available on the McKendree are available on the McKendree 
University website, www.University website, www.
mckendree.edu, in the “About mckendree.edu, in the “About 
McKendree” section.McKendree” section.

pg. 30

Shareholders
Patrick B. Mathis
Kevin J. Richter
Mark J. Stegman
Mark S. Schuver
William J. Niehoff
Deanna L. Litzenburg
Philip D. Speicher
Laura E. Schrick
Beth K. Flowers

Associates

Natalie T. Lorenz
Rebecca K. Wohltman

Colin C. Clark
Melissa C. Meirink

Amy C. Randazzo
Allyson T. Schwab
Chad J. Richter
Christina A. Peters
Robert J. Jellen

Of Counsel
Charles M. Lock
Barry D. Dix
Clyde L. Kuehn

Broad Experience.
Regional Focus.

Wishing everyone a successful season!
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BOX OFFICE
...........................
The box office is The box office is 
located in the main located in the main 
lobby of the lobby of the 
Hettenhausen Center Hettenhausen Center 
for the Arts and is for the Arts and is 
open for member-open for member-
ship sales Monday ship sales Monday 
through Friday from through Friday from 
12 pm-4:00 pm, 12 pm-4:00 pm, 
plus one hour plus one hour 
before scheduled before scheduled 
performances. Special performances. Special 
summer box office summer box office 
hours will be in hours will be in 
effect for July and effect for July and 
August, so please August, so please 
call ahead. Call call ahead. Call 
(618) 537.6863 or (618) 537.6863 or 
visit theHett.com for visit theHett.com for 
ticket information. ticket information. 

DIRECTIONS
...........................
Directional maps Directional maps 
are shown on pg. 30.are shown on pg. 30.

CAMERAS, PHONES
& ELECTRONIC DEVICES
...........................
Please silence Please silence 
your electronic your electronic 
devices. No flash devices. No flash 
photography during photography during 
performances, please.performances, please. 

FOOD & DRINK
...........................
No food is permitted No food is permitted 
in the auditorium. in the auditorium. 
Please limit Please limit 
your beverages your beverages 
to covered water.to covered water.

LATE SEATING
...........................
Latecomers will Latecomers will 
be seated at the be seated at the 
discretion of the discretion of the 
house staff at an house staff at an 
appropriate interval appropriate interval 
in the program. in the program. 
Fifteen minutes prior Fifteen minutes prior 
to the start of the to the start of the 
program, any free program, any free 
ticket reservations ticket reservations 
will be released.will be released.

SPECIAL RATES
...........................
All McKendree All McKendree 
University students University students 
with a current with a current 
student ID are student ID are 
eligible for a free eligible for a free 
ticket to any event. ticket to any event. 
Student pricing refers Student pricing refers 
to any form of to any form of 
learning: preschool, learning: preschool, 
K-12, or another K-12, or another 
college. Seniors are college. Seniors are 
age 60 or older.age 60 or older.

SPECIAL
ACCOMMODATIONS
...........................
Please advise the Please advise the 
box office staff prior box office staff prior 
to purchasing tickets to purchasing tickets 
if a guest requires if a guest requires 
accommodations. accommodations. 
The Hett offers a The Hett offers a 
wheelchair seating wheelchair seating 
area, transfer seats area, transfer seats 
with removable with removable 
arms, an elevator, arms, an elevator, 
and hearing and hearing 
assistance devices.assistance devices.

REFUNDS/EXCHANGES
...........................
Tickets are Tickets are 
nonrefundable nonrefundable 
unless the event is unless the event is 
cancelled, and cancelled, and 
programs are programs are 
subject to change subject to change 
without notice. without notice. 
Exchanges are Exchanges are 
permissible for permissible for 
Friends of the Hett Friends of the Hett 
donors to an event donors to an event 
within the same within the same 
season. Tickets may season. Tickets may 
be donated 48 hours be donated 48 hours 
before a performance before a performance 
to be given to be given 
to McKendree to McKendree 
University students.University students.

TICKET DATES & POLICY
...........................
Friends of the Hett
tickets on sale tickets on sale 
Monday, August 9th Monday, August 9th 
at 12 pm.at 12 pm. Faculty/
Staff /General 
Public/McKendree 
students’ tickets on tickets on 
sale Monday, August sale Monday, August 
23rd at 12 pm. 23rd at 12 pm. 
All orders are filled All orders are filled 
on a first-come, on a first-come, 
first-served basis. first-served basis. 
Membership begins Membership begins 
at $100 and allows at $100 and allows 
for early ticket for early ticket 
purchasing and purchasing and 
exchanges. All exchanges. All 
persons, regardless persons, regardless 
of age, must have of age, must have 
a ticket.a ticket.

TICKET ORDERS
...........................
Mail: 
The Hettenhausen The Hettenhausen 
Center for the Arts, Center for the Arts, 
McKendree McKendree 
University, 701 University, 701 
College Road, College Road, 
Lebanon, IL 62254Lebanon, IL 62254

Online: 
www.theHett.comwww.theHett.com

Box Office: 
Phone: Phone: 
618.537.6863618.537.6863
Fax: 618.537.6570Fax: 618.537.6570

SOCIAL MEDIA
...........................
Follow us on Follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter for and Twitter for 
up-to-the-minute up-to-the-minute 
information and information and 
special promotions.special promotions. 

HettHett
CenterCenter
SeatingSeating
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Seating & 
Information
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AllAll Friends of the Hett receive advance ticket purchase, receive advance ticket purchase, 
wait list priority, ticket exchange program, and your name wait list priority, ticket exchange program, and your name 

listed on the lobby poster.listed on the lobby poster.  Tickets go on sale forTickets go on sale for Friends onon August 9th!

B E C O M E  A  Friend of the Hett!

Supporter:
$100-249

Patron:
$250-499

Benefactor: 
$500-999

Star:
$1,000-1,999

Director’s
Circle: 

$2,000+

Help make the magic happen
As a lover of the performing arts, you know how critical they are in maintaining the vigor and health you know how critical they are in maintaining the vigor and health 

of our of our society. We invite you to join us in our efforts to provide this essential service to our community society. We invite you to join us in our efforts to provide this essential service to our community 
by contributing to by contributing to McKendree PresentsMcKendree Presents. As a contributor you will be recognized in our series program. . As a contributor you will be recognized in our series program. 

All contributions are tax deductible within current IRS guidelines. Deductions are All contributions are tax deductible within current IRS guidelines. Deductions are 
dependent on the value of the benefits received.dependent on the value of the benefits received.

Two (2) 
complimentary 

beverages at each 
show, when servedwhen served

Complimentary 
valet, when offeredwhen offered

Exclusive 
membership to the  
William McKendree William McKendree 

Society (WMS)Society (WMS)

Personally selected 
reserved seats 

to all your to all your 
ticketed eventsticketed events

One-time 
complimentary tickets 

to any performanceto any performance

Invitations to 
private receptions & 
events  throughout throughout 

the seasonthe season

Exclusive invitation 
for two (2) to to 

annual Preview annual Preview 
Event in MayEvent in May

Seating preference 
during pre-sale period during pre-sale period     

Inside information 
and announcements 

about eventsabout events

H

H

H

H

HHH

HHHH

HHHHH

H

H

H

6 total2 total

5 ticket per
show cap

12 ticket per
show cap no cap no cap no cap

12 total
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 “One’s blessings, like the arts, are gifts to be shared.”
FERN M. HETTENHAUSEN

©2020  The Hettenhausen Center for the Arts    All rights reserved
Design:  Michael Thede Design LLC

The Hett gives the University a unique opportunity to share new and gives the University a unique opportunity to share new and 
interesting artistic work with the local community, strengthen its interesting artistic work with the local community, strengthen its 

relationships with local businesses, and support economic growth and social interaction relationships with local businesses, and support economic growth and social interaction 
in the region.in the region. Support is paramount to ensuring the arts survive.to ensuring the arts survive.

More ways to give:

Monthly Gifts
Monthly recurring gifts are a convenient way for you to provide ongoing support without putting a strain on without putting a strain on 
your budget. On our “Support the Hett” donation page, select "Recurring Gift" under additional information.your budget. On our “Support the Hett” donation page, select "Recurring Gift" under additional information.

Advertise
Our playbill magazine reaches thousands of people and aligns your brand with one that has a solid Our playbill magazine reaches thousands of people and aligns your brand with one that has a solid 
reputation for award-winning marketing pieces, first-class customer service and dynamic, engaging programming. reputation for award-winning marketing pieces, first-class customer service and dynamic, engaging programming. 
Put your business in the spotlight by partnering with us. Contact the box office for more information Contact the box office for more information 
at at 618.537.6863 or or theHett@McKendree.edu.

Sponsor a Show
The Hett offers the opportunity to develop philanthropic leadership in support of the arts through show 
sponsorships. For more information, contact Elizabeth Crabtree, Director of the Hettenhausen Center for the For more information, contact Elizabeth Crabtree, Director of the Hettenhausen Center for the 
Arts, at Arts, at 618.537.6863 or  or EACrabtree@mckendree.edu.

Memorial Giving
The Hettenhausen Center for the Arts building and the George E. McCammon Distinguished Speaker Series 
are the result of Memorial Giving. With a planned gift, you will help secure the future of the arts and With a planned gift, you will help secure the future of the arts and 
create your own legacy of generosity to the cultural richness of our community. For more information, contact create your own legacy of generosity to the cultural richness of our community. For more information, contact 
Whitney Strang, Executive Director of Development, Alumni and Parent Relations, at Whitney Strang, Executive Director of Development, Alumni and Parent Relations, at 618.537.6456 or  or 
WBStrang@mckendree.edu.

Required Minimum Distributions
If you'd like to reduce the effect of RMDs on your taxes, If you'd like to reduce the effect of RMDs on your taxes, consider making a qualified charitable distribution 
(QCD) to the Hett. A QCD would exclude the amount you donate from taxable income and can be  A QCD would exclude the amount you donate from taxable income and can be 
counted toward satisfying your RMD for the year. For more information, contact Scott Billhartz at counted toward satisfying your RMD for the year. For more information, contact Scott Billhartz at 618.537.6867  
or or SLBillhartz@mckendree.edu.

Corporate Gift Matching
Many companies have programs through which they will "match" the charitable contributions made Many companies have programs through which they will "match" the charitable contributions made 
by their employees. by their employees. Through corporate gift matching, your employer can multiply your gift to the Hett, 
making it go further.

Volunteer
Ushers and greeters ensure that each patron has an enjoyable experthat each patron has an enjoyable experience at the Hett. For information ience at the Hett. For information 
on volunteering, contact the box office or on volunteering, contact the box office or theHett@McKendree.edu.
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BOX OFFICE

Hours: 12-4 p.m. Monday-Friday
Phone: 618.537.6863
www.theHett.com
theHett@mckendree.edu

701 College Road
Lebanon, IL 62254

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage

PaidPaid
St. Louis, MO

Permit No. 1062

MEDIA SPONSORS

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,,  pplleeaassee  vviissiitt  aarrttoonntthheessqquuaarree..ccoomm

Presented by 
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