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Why did you choose your degree program? How has it helped you grow personally and 

professionally? 

I’ve been in love with poetry since I was 15; I’m now 31, and that love has only grown. I cannot 

imagine a path for me that doesn’t involve writing as a core feature, and all the education I’ve 

pursued in my life at SWIC, Webster University, and now here at McKendree has been built 

around that idea. I chose McKendree’s English program after the pandemic as I knew 

McKendree as a teaching university and that I would likely have the most success trying to build 

a teaching career here. Professionally, I’ve worked on projects for Cambridge and Harvard 

Universities through my work with Dr. Martha Patterson and will continue to do so over the 

summer. Personally, I’ve made so many connections and friends through my entire education, 

most specifically at McKendree! I have lifelong friends in both the students and faculty I’ve 

worked with on campus. 

What activities are you involved in at McKendree? 

I served as the 2023-2024 president of McKendree’s chapter of the English honor society, Sigma 

Tau Delta. I have submitted poetry to and helped to compile the 2023-2024 issue of 

McKendree’s literary magazine, Catalyst. I am also a member of McKendree’s Tau Sigma and Phi 

Kappa Phi chapters. 

What are you most proud of accomplishing during your time here? 

Though my involvement was extremely small, I am so proud to have helped Dr. Patterson host 

Dr. Genny Beemyn for their lecture this spring semester on modern gender. I’m also really proud 

of this year’s issue of Catalyst! We printed some amazingly diverse voices and especially some 

incredible fiction this year! 

If you could go back in time, what advice would you give your first-year self? 

If I could go back into the wilds of 2010 and tell young me to take community college more 

seriously, I would. But I don’t think I would have ended up at McKendree then, nor met the 

wonderful professors and friends I’ve made throughout my semesters here. 

If I could go back to my first day at McKendree, I’d tell myself, “Hey, don’t worry. The fella who is 

teaching your first class here, Dr. Kevin Zanelotti, is the sweetest and nicest guy imaginable, and 

not only are you gonna be friends with him, but you’re also gonna hang out with him and even 

play guitar with him! And that’s the tone for pretty much all of the teachers here! You’re gonna 

make friends! You’re gonna have people who are interested in building your future.” 

Who helped you the most on your journey? 



Overall, my mom and my partner, obviously. But I couldn’t have succeeded at McKendree 

without Dr. Martha Patterson constantly and consistently having my back. She is a font of 

inspiration; she is a force of nature when it comes to getting things done; she is the kindest and 

most caring person you could meet. She pulled me out of a class on the first day of my second 

semester at McKendree and told me, “You’re my new intern.” And I’ve been her research 

assistant for more than a year now! I also want to acknowledge Dr. Jenny Mueller for her 

wonderful tutelage in both poetry and copyediting. McKendree is more than lucky to have 

Jenny teach for us. 

What’s next after graduation? 

I’m taking a gap year and going back to SWIC to finish some graphic design credits to help with 

my editing career, then I’m off to grad school for an MFA and a Ph.D.! My ultimate goal is to 

teach at a small liberal arts school like McKendree, where I can interact with students on a 

smaller scale and truly connect with them. 


