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Hello Dan: 
 
Received notification of your February Presidential Installation and Inauguration. I am so pleased and 
excited for you and so impressed with the leadership role that you are providing for McKendree 
University. Your first year as President has been filled with so many challenges and obstacles 
centering around the pandemic, social unrest and political upheaval.  However, it is so very evident 
that you have risen to the challenge and “One McKendree” (students, faculty, staff, alumni and the 
larger community) are all benefitting.  I want to wish you the very best and so desire for you to 
experience a long and successful tenure as the 33rd President of McKendree University.  Linda also 
sends her very best wishes. She and I hope and pray that the 33rd President of McKendree University 
and the First Lady will enjoy many days of bright sunshine.  God bless!  
 
Just a final note, today Thursday, February 4 is Optimist Day. I have been a member of the Belleville 
Optimus Club for 45 years and our Optimist Creed conveys such a positive message of renewal and 
commitment, a message that is so appropriate for these current difficult and troubling days. Please let 
me share it with you.  An occasional reading of it does many times provide a welcomed motivation. 
 
Joe Cipfl 
 
 
Promise Yourself 

• To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 
• To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 
• To make all your friends feel that there is something in them. 
• To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true. 
• To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to expect only the best. 
• To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own. 
• To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future. 
• To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile. 
• To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others. 
• To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the 

presence of trouble. 
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