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Introduction

The United Nations Charter authorizes the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to maintain international peace and security. The Collective Security Dataset (CSD) measures the linguistic practices used by the UNSC in its attempt to fulfill that mandate since the end of the cold war. The CSD focuses on collective security rules. When does the UNSC pursue collective security? Which rules does it enforce? Which actors does the UNSC assert is violating the rules? How does the UNSC enforce the rules?
The dataset includes 5057 cases and 91 variables. Each case is a meeting of the UNSC from 1989-2016. Each variable codes for a certain characteristic of those meetings: an issue discussed, a document produced, a vote taken, a rule invoked, a rule violator accused, or a practice authorized. All but a few of the variables are coded directly from UNSC resolutions, presidential statements, and verbatim minutes. Some of the variables are based on UN data regarding peacekeeping operations and sanctions committees. The UN document “Repertoire of the Practices of the Security Council” provided invaluable context. 
The dataset excludes documents not associated with a formal meeting – primarily letters and notes back and forth from the UNSC and the Secretary General. The dataset also excludes informal meetings, informal consultations of the whole, and “Arria formula meetings.” Private meetings are included only because they formally have a meeting number. However, with no available minutes, the coding for those meetings are minimal. Finally, the dataset focuses on collective security practices in which the UNSC asserts rule violations (and rule violators); it does not include other practices such as diplomatic missions. 
Overall Coding Rules

· When a meeting results in a resolution, then the coded variables for that case are from both the resolution and the minutes of that meeting. 
· When a meeting results in a presidential statement, then the coded variables are from both the presidential statement and the minutes of that meeting. 
· When a meeting results in neither a resolution nor a presidential statement, then the coded variables are from the minutes of that meeting.

· When a meeting results in a resolution, the entire resolution is coded. There is no distinction between preambular and operative clauses. The UNSC can – and does – assert that someone is breaking a rule in a preambular clause. 

· When the UNSC passes more than one resolution in a meeting, each document is coded separately. A few meetings are thus coded as multiple cases.
· When the UNSC both passes a resolution and issues a presidential statement in one meeting, both documents are coded. If there are any tensions between the documents given other coding rules, then the resolution takes precedence. For example, if the resolution extends a peacekeeping operation and the presidential statement is a mediation effort, that meeting is coded as a peacekeeping extension. (The coding rule for the mediation variable is that this must be the ‘only’ action taken at the meeting.)
The dataset does not include some UNSC practices that are common in resolutions and presidential statements. Examples include:
· Urging parties in an armed conflict to ceasefire and/or negotiate.
· Urging parties in an armed conflict to comply with a ceasefire and/or a peace agreement.
· Affirming the territorial integrity and sovereignty of a state.
· Appealing to the international community for humanitarian assistance.
· Requesting information and/or recommendations from the Secretary General.
· Urging states to provide security for UN personnel.
· Urging parties in an armed conflict to respect the security of UN personnel.
The coding process regarding the meeting minutes differs from coding resolutions or presidential statements. Resolutions and presidential statements represent a certain level of consensus on the UNSC. When a resolution or a presidential statement refers to ‘terrorism,’ then it is clear that the UNSC agreed to the use of that term. However, in the cases where no resolutions or presidential statements result from a meeting, and variables are thus coded from the minutes, the ‘terrorism’ variable may be coded ‘yes’ without such agreement from the permanent members. For example, one UNSC member may allege a terrorist act during a meeting without a consensus among the other members that they are dealing with ‘terrorism’ at that particular meeting. In these cases, given the coding rules, the ‘terrorism’ variable is coded as ‘yes’ – the UNSC did discuss terrorism during the meeting. Of course, it is also possible that the permanent members agreed that their meeting was about terrorism, and there simply was no resolution or presidential statement at the conclusion of that meeting. A ‘yes’ coding for those cases will not make that distinction. If this distinction matters and users only want cases where a consensus occurred, then analyze only the cases where the meetings resulted in a resolution or a presidential statement.

Variable Coding Rules 
· V01_Year


Year of the UNSC meeting

· V02_Month 

Month of the UNSC meeting

· V03_Date 

Date of the UNSC meeting

· V04_Meeting_No
Meeting number as designated by the UNSC
· V05_Agenda_Item

This is most often the name of the agenda item as designated by the UNSC. However, the UNSC tried to prevent the proliferation of agenda topics and sometimes used vague designations. When UNSC agenda designations include more than one issue or conflict, I changed them to indicate the agenda item more clearly. For example, “The Situation in the Middle East” is either Syria, Lebanon, or Israel; “Non-proliferation of weapons” is sometimes Iran or North Korea; “Africa” is sometimes Eritrea, Mali, etc.; and “Central America” is either El Salvador or Guatemala. I also changed obscure agenda designations (e.g., a letter requesting to meet regarding Kosovo was the UNSC designation for that issue).
· V06_Agenda2

More information about the agenda item, as needed. Examples include: the acronym of the relevant peacekeeping mission, the name of a second country involved in the dispute, or the name of a particular region within a state (Darfur).
· V07_Private



Did the UNSC meet in private and release no minutes?




0 – No




1 – Yes

When this is coded ‘1’ and no meeting minutes exist, then the coding for this case is generally minimal. Only a few other variables can be gleaned from the available information: the agenda item, the region of the conflict, whether the UNSC discussed a peacekeeping operation, etc.
· V08_SecGen

Did the Secretary General brief the UNSC?

0 – No 

1 – Yes
· V09_Charter

Did the UNSC perform a (procedural) Charter-related function?  




0 – No




1 – Nominate judge to the ICJ 




2 – Admit a new UN member state

3 – Terminate a trusteeship
4 – Report to the General Assembly

5 – Recommend a Secretary General
· V10_Subsidiary

Did the UNSC address a subsidiary organization? 
This includes the creation of a subsidiary organization, discussing the report of a subsidiary organization, or authorizing a subsidiary organization to pursue a particular policy.

0 – No 

1 – Sanctions committee, panel of experts, or monitoring group
2 – Judicial tribunal

3 – Investigative body, fact-finding mission, or commission of inquiry
4 – Weapons inspectors
5 – Political mission
6 – Thematic committee (Counter-Terrorism, 1540 Committee) 
7 – Ad hoc working group
· V11_Pres_State

Did the meeting produce a UNSC presidential statement? 



0 – No



1 – Yes

· V12_Pres_State2

Did the meeting produce a UNSC presidential statement? 
The second variable summarizes the assertions in the presidential statement.




0 – No




1 – Yes

· V13_Failed

Did the UNSC vote on a resolution but fail to pass it? 




0 – No 
Either the UNSC did not vote on a resolution or the UNSC passed a resolution.




1 – Veto 
A permanent member vetoed the resolution.




2 – Failed

The resolution failed to get nine votes in favor.
· V14_UK / V15_France / V16_China / V17_Russia / V18_US

How each permanent member voted.


0 – No vote took place


1 – Yes


2 – No


3 – Abstain 
· V19_Res_No


The UNSC resolution number, as designated by the UN

0 – UNSC did not pass a resolution

· V20_Resolution

A summary of the substance of the resolution.
· V21_WMD
Did the UNSC address the production or use of nuclear, biological or chemical weapons?



0 – No



1 – Yes
· V22_Military
Did the UNSC address the use of military force? 
This includes negotiating or monitoring ceasefires, imposing arms embargoes, the need to demobilize forces or disarm factions, or the need to establish, monitor, and/or enforce demilitarized zones, no fly zones, and/or safe areas. 




0 – No
1 – Yes 

· V23_Terrorism
Did the UNSC address terrorism? 

This includes any mention of the words ‘terrorism,’ ‘terrorist,’ or ‘terror’ in a UNSC resolution, presidential statement, or meeting minutes.




0 – No




1 – Yes
· V24_Human_Rights
Did the UNSC address human rights?

This includes any mention of the words ‘human rights’ or direct references to specific rights that states are obligated to recognize. In theory, human rights are distinct from humanitarian law, which refers to the treatment of combatants and non-combatants during war. In practice, however, these categories are often blurred, and the UNSC often referred to human rights violations by both states and non-state actors during armed conflict.



0 – No

1 – Yes

· V25_Humanitarian

Did the UNSC address humanitarian international law? 
This includes a wide range of issues regarding the laws of war: the treatment of combatants, the rights of refugees, or the protection of civilians, UN peacekeepers, and humanitarian personnel.




0 – No




1 – Yes
· V26_Democracy
Did the UNSC address issues of democratic governance? 



0 – No
1 – Upcoming or recently held election or referendum
2 – Institutions (constitutions, legislatures, government formation)
· V27_Crime
Did the UNSC address transnational crime? 

This includes drug trafficking, weapons trafficking, piracy, organized crime, human trafficking, illegal exploitation of resources, illegal fishing, or the destruction of cultural heritage sites.

0 – No 

1 – Yes 
· V28_Thematic

Did the UNSC address a thematic topic rather than a particular conflict?




0 – No

1 – Terrorism

2 – Peacekeeping

3 – Agenda for Peace

4 – Security of UN operations

5 – Proliferation of weapons

6 – Security in Africa

7 – International peace and security

8 – Refugees

9 – Children and armed conflict

10 – Post-conflict peace building

11 – Humanitarian aid

12 – Civilians in armed conflict

13 – Small arms

14 – Working methods

15 – Disease (HIV/AIDS, Ebola)

16 – Sanctions

17 – Women and peace and security

18 – Climate change

19 – UNSC and regional organizations

· V29_Region

Did the UNSC discuss a conflict in a particular region? 

This variable relies on UN regional codes with two exceptions: 1) it carves out states from what the UN designates as ‘North Africa’ and ‘Western Asia’ to include the familiar ‘Middle East’ category; and 2) it collapses the Oceania category into Asia since only two Oceanic countries (Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands) have been on the UNSC agenda.




0 – No

The UNSC discussed a thematic issue without regard to region.




1 – Africa



The UNSC discussed conflicts or international security threats in: Angola, Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo, DR Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Mali, Mozambique, Namibia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Sudan, Uganda, or Zimbabwe. This includes regional agenda items specific to Africa (Great Lakes Region, Central Africa, etc.).  




2 – Asia



The UNSC discussed conflicts or international security threats in: Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Cambodia, East Timor, Georgia, India, North Korea, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Tajikistan, or Thailand.




3 – Europe



The UNSC discussed conflicts or international security threats in: Albania, Bosnia, Croatia, Cyprus, Kosovo, Macedonia, Ukraine, or Yugoslavia/Serbia.

4 – Middle East

The UNSC discussed conflicts or international security threats in: Iran, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, Libya, Palestinian territories, Syria, or Yemen. 




5 – Americas 



The UNSC discussed conflicts or international security threats in: Colombia, Cuba, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Nicaragua, or Panama.

· V30_Mediation

Did the UNSC ‘only’ pursue Chapter VI mediation?


0 – No

1 – Yes

Urging parties to end conflicts and comply with peace agreements occurred in nearly every presidential statement or resolution that dealt with a specific conflict. This is coded ‘yes’ when such mediation was the ‘only’ action pursued by the UNSC. Neutral mediation includes the creation or extension of a political mission or peace building mission. If the UNSC went beyond mediation in any way (e.g., asserted a rule violation), this is coded ‘no.’  

· V31_Threat

Did the UNSC assert that the agenda item was a ‘threat to international peace and security?’


0 – No 


1 – Yes 

· V32_ChapterVII

Did the UNSC invoke Chapter VII authority? 




0 – No




1 – Yes 

Invoking this authority often means that the UNSC is asserting a rule violation and authorizing enforcement of that rule. However, this is not true in all cases. A Chapter VII resolution may end economic sanctions, authorize the enforcement of a peace agreement, or more generally assert a binding obligation to all members. 

· V33_Shame 

A ‘shame on you’ resolution asserts a rule violation and perhaps asserts a rule violator, but there is no attempt at enforcement. It represents a middle path, neither acting in a neutral way nor authorizing collective security enforcement.

0 – Resolutions and presidential statements that use the following: 

‘urges’ / ‘calls for’ / ‘regrets’ a certain course of action;

‘expresses concern’ / ‘reiterates concern’ about a situation.

1 – All the following conditions must apply: 

1) Chapter VII is coded 0 (no enforcement).

2) Mediation is coded 0 (goes beyond mediation).

3) Rule is not coded 0 (asserts a rule violation).

4) Rule violator is not coded 0 (someone violates a rule). 

5) The UNSC uses one of the following phrases:

‘condemns’; ‘demands’; ‘strongly/deeply deplores’; ‘strongly urges’; ‘urgent need’; ‘denounces’; ‘deep(ly)/grave(ly)/serious(ly) concern(ed)’; ‘unacceptable; ‘illegitimate’; ‘deplorable’; ‘must adhere / comply’ 

· V34_Violator1, V39_Violator2, V44_Violator3

Did the UNSC assert that a state/entity has violated a rule? 

0 – No rule violation 

1 – No one specifically named as rule violator

The UNSC asserts a rule violation without explicitly naming a violator; or asserts that all parties must follow a particular rule.

The actors listed below are coded in any of the following situations:  

1) The UNSC explicitly names the state or non-state actor and charged it with violating a rule; or

2) The UNSC makes an indirect reference (‘one of the parties’; ‘extremist elements’; ‘leadership of one political party’) and the context makes that reference obvious; or

3) The UNSC makes an indirect reference (‘armed groups recruiting child soldiers’) when imposing financial and travel sanctions, and the sanctions committee subsequently designates individuals connected to that state or non-state actor; or

4) The UNSC authorizes Chapter VII enforcement without explicitly naming a rule violator, but the UNSC had previously named the rule violator in earlier resolutions regarding that agenda item; or 

5) The UNSC renews sanctions without explicitly naming the rule violator, but the original resolution establishing the sanctions had directly or indirectly named the rule violator; or 

6) The UNSC renews a peacekeeping operation without explicitly naming a rule violator, but the original resolution establishing the peacekeeping operation included Chapter VII enforcement and named a rule violator.

2 – Israel

3 – United States

4 – Iraq (members of the Baathist Party post-2003)

5 – Libya (members of the Qadaffi regime post-2011)

6 – Yugoslavia / Serbia

7 – South Africa

8 – Zaire / Democratic Republic of the Congo
9 – UNITA (Angola)

10 – Bosnian Serbs / Croatian Serbs

11 – Haiti

12 – Rwandan Hutus (Rwanda government prior to August 1994 and DRC militias after August 1994)

13 – Rwandan Tutsis (Rwandan Patriotic Front prior to August 1994 and the Rwandan government after August 1994)

14 – United Somali Congress 

15 – Burundi militias

16 – FMLN (El Salvador)

17 – Khmer Rouge (Cambodia)

18 – North Korea 

19 – Abkhazia (Georgia)

20 – Armenian forces in Nagorny Karabakh

21 – Bosnian Croats

22 – Croatia 

23 – Bosnia 

24 – National Patriotic Front (Liberian rebel group prior to July 1997; Liberian government from July 1997-2003; Charles Taylor and associates from 2004 onward)

25 – Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy

26 – Angola 

27 – Burundi military

28 – Revolutionary United Front (RUF) (Sierra Leone)

29 – Sudan 

30 – Alliance of Democratic Forces (DRC rebel group in Ituri region)

31 – Eritrea

32 – Ethiopia

33 – Cuba

34 – Tajik opposition forces

35 – Taliban 

36 – Kosovo Liberation Army / Kosovo


37 – India

38 – Pakistan

39 – Uganda 

40 – Rally for Congolese Democracy (DRC group / Tutsi)

41 – East Timor militias

42 – Al Qaeda (includes associated organizations: al Qaeda in Islamic Maghreb, AQAP, al Nusra, ISIS)
43 – Central African Republic rebel groups

44 – Georgia

45 – Somalia

46 – Union of Islamic Courts (Somalia)

47 – Lord’s Resistance Army (Uganda)

48 – Great Lakes states – Rwanda, Uganda, Burundi, DRC

49 – DRC armed groups (blanket category for all groups – 12, 30, 40)

50 – Ivory Coast (individuals from Laurent Gbagbo government after March 2011)

51 – Ivory Coast armed groups

52 – Janjaweed militias (Darfur, Sudan)

53 – Darfur rebel groups

54 – Sudan People’s Liberation Movement

55 – Myanmar

56 – Hezbollah 

57 – Fatah al-Islam, radical Sunni group in Lebanon

58 – Syria 

59 – ETA (Basques, Spain)

60 – Iran 

61 – Liberia 2004-onward, post-Charles Taylor government

62 – Guinea Bissau military 

63 – Guinea military 

64 – Zimbabwe 

65 – Mauritania

66 – Kenya 

67 – Al Shabaab (Somalia)

68 – South Sudan

69 – Yemen

70 – Mali rebel groups 

71 – Central African Republic 

72 – Mali military

73 – Syria opposition groups

74 – Boko Haram

75 – Russian-backed militias in Ukraine

76 – Libya armed groups

77 – Houthis (Yemen)

78 – Haqqani network

79 – Crimea 

· V35_Viol1_rule1, V36_Viol1_rule2, V37_Viol1_rule3, V38_Viol1_rule4
· V40_Viol2_rule1, V41_Viol2_rule2, V42_Viol2_rule3, V43_Viol2_rule4

· V45_Viol3_rule1, V46_Viol3_rule2, V47_Viol3_rule3, V48_Viol3_rule4


Did the UNSC assert that an actor committed a particular rule violation? 




0 – No rule violation




1 – State sovereignty

The UNSC charges a state with invading another, engaging in hostilities, not recognizing a border, interfering in domestic affairs, exploiting others’ natural resources, or sending arms to rebel groups; or

The UNSC charges a non-state entity with illegal secession or rebellion; ‘illegitimate’ elections; or illegal control of territory.

2 – Violence
The UNSC charges a state or non-state actor with military offenses violating a ceasefire agreement, a peace agreement, or a UNSC resolution demanding a ceasefire; or 

The UNSC demands that a state or a non-state actor withdraws its military forces from a certain area; or

The UNSC demands that a non-state actor demobilize and/or disarm.

3 – Humanitarian law

The UNSC charges a state or non-state actor with violating humanitarian international law regarding the treatment of combatants, rights of refugees, or the protection of civilians/UN peacekeepers; or

The UNSC charges a state or non-state actor with war crimes, genocide, crimes against humanity, or ethnic cleansing; or

The UNSC demands that a state to do more to comply with its obligations under humanitarian international law.

4 – Weapons of mass destruction 

The UNSC charges a state or non-state actor with building nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons; or 

The UNSC charges a state or non-state actor with selling WMD related materials; or

The UNSC charges a state with violating rules regarding mandatory weapons inspections.

5 – Terrorism

The UNSC charges a state or non-state actor with committing terrorist acts; or 

The UNSC charges a state or non-state actor with financing, harboring, providing weapons to, or trading with terrorist groups.

6 – Democracy 

The UNSC charges a state with refusing to hold free and transparent elections; or

The UNSC charges a state or non-state actor with illegally usurping the power of a democratically elected leader.

The UNSC charges a state or non-state actor with forcibly resisting the legitimacy of a democratically elected leader.

7 – Human rights 

The UNSC charges a state or a non-state actor with violating human rights; or

The UNSC demands that a state do more to protect its citizens.

8 – Diplomatic immunity

The UNSC charges a state or a non-state actor with violating Vienna Convention rules regarding diplomatic immunity and consular protections.

9 – Noncompliance

The UNSC charges a state or non-state actor with violating a binding obligation passed in a Chapter VII resolution not included in the other categories (e.g., not complying with economic sanctions or an arms embargo)

10 – Transnational crime 
The UNSC charges a state or non-state actor with criminal activities, including drug trafficking, human trafficking, piracy, weapons proliferation, small arms sales, or the exploitation of natural resources.
· V49_Sovereignty

Did the UNSC assert that a state or non-state actor violated state sovereignty?


0 – No


1 – Yes

· V50_Violence

Did the UNSC assert that a state or non-state actor engaged in military offenses?


0 – No


1 – Yes

· V51_Humanitarian

Did the UNSC assert that a state or non-state actor violated humanitarian law?



0 – No



1 – Yes

· V52_WMD
Did the UNSC assert that a state or non-state actor violated WMD rules?



0 – No



1 – Yes

· V53_Terrorism

Did the UNSC assert that a state or non-state actor violated terrorism rules?



0 – No



1 – Yes

· V54_Democracy

Did the UNSC assert that a state or non-state actor violated democratization rules?



0 – No



1 – Yes

· V55_Human_Rights

Did the UNSC assert that a state or non-state actor violated human rights rules?



0 – No



1 – Yes

· V56_Noncompliance   

Did the UNSC assert that a state or non-state actor violated UNSC obligations?



0 – No



1 – Yes

· V57_Crime

Did the UNSC assert that a state or non-state actor engaged in transnational crime?

0 – No

1 – Yes
· V58_Use_force
Did the UNSC authorize the use of force? 
The UNSC authorizes the use of force when it says that a peacekeeping operation or a multinational force can use ‘all necessary means’ to carry out a particular mandate. This is also coded ‘yes’ for resolutions that renew peacekeeping operations or multinational forces with an already existing authorization to use force – even when the current resolution does not include an explicit ‘all necessary means’ authorization.

0 – No




1 – Yes 

· V59_Force_pko1, V60_Force_pko2, V61_Force_pko3, V62_Force_pko4, V63_Force_pko5, V64_Force_pko6
What use of force mandate(s) did the UNSC authorize a PKO to use?
The UNSC is increasingly authorizing peacekeeping operations to use force. Whether to code operations as ‘peacekeeping’ or a multinational force (collective security enforcement) is no longer straightforward. Rather than attempt to impose any conceptual order, I rely on UNSC linguistic practices. When the UNSC refers to ‘peacekeeping’ and/or the mission is on the UN Peacekeeping Operations website, its use of force mandate is coded here. When the UNSC refers to a multinational force and/or the mission is not on the UN Peacekeeping Operations website, its use of force mandate is coded in the variables below.




0 – None

1 – Coercive
Reverse an act of aggression, recover territory, restore state sovereignty, or reclaim state administration over a territory. This is a clear mandate to take sides in a military conflict.

2 – Humanitarian aid
Create the conditions for the safe delivery of humanitarian aid or the protection of humanitarian personnel.

3 – Protect citizens

Create safe areas for the protection of civilians. 

4 – Demilitarization
Enforce no-fly zones, enforce demilitarized zones, or disarm armed combatants.
5 – Sanctions
Enforce economic sanctions and/or arms embargoes (search ships/ports/cargo and seize prohibited items), or arrest those indicted by international tribunals.

6 – Security
Ensure the security of UN personnel, regional peacekeepers, international tribunal personnel, or domestic political leaders.

7 – Policing
Maintain peace and security without any geographic limitations (as opposed to category 3), or enforce a peace agreement. 
· V65_Multinational_force

What multinational force did the UNSC authorize to use force?




0 – None

1 – NATO




2 – European Union / French forces



3 – African Union / Inter-African Force (CAR)



4 – US-led coalition




5 – Australia led coalition

· V66_Force_mnf1, V67_Force_mnf2, V68_Force_mnf3, V69_Force_mnf4
What use of force mandate did the UNSC authorize?




0 – None

1 – Coercive

Reverse an act of aggression, recover territory, restore state sovereignty, or reclaim state administration over a territory. This is a clear mandate to take sides in a military conflict.

2 – Humanitarian aid

Create the conditions for the safe delivery of humanitarian aid or the protection of humanitarian personnel.

3 – Protect citizens

Create safe areas for the protection of civilians. 

4 – Demilitarization
Enforce no-fly zones, enforce demilitarized zones, or disarm armed combatants.
5 – Sanctions

Enforce economic sanctions and/or arms embargoes (search ships/ports/cargo and seize prohibited items), or arrest those indicted by international tribunals.

6 – Security

Ensure the security of UN personnel, regional peacekeepers, international tribunal personnel, or domestic political leaders.

7 – Policing

Maintain peace and security without any geographic limitations (as opposed to category 3), or enforce a peace agreement. 


· V70_MNF_size

Number of military and police in the multinational force.
This was not always included in the UNSC documents; sources for this variable include the Repertoire and on-line sites for NATO and the EU.
· V71_Sanctions
Did the UNSC discuss, alter, or authorize economic sanctions?





0 – No 




1 – Yes
· V72_Sanc_type1, V73_Sanc_type2, V74_Sanc_type3, V75_Sanc_type4, V76_Sanc_type5
What type of economic sanctions did the UNSC discuss, alter, or authorize?



0 – None 



1 – Comprehensive economic embargo




2 – Arms embargo / weapons ban / arms exports ban



3 – Commodity embargo (oil, diamonds, timber, luxury goods)



4 – Financial sanctions




5 – Travel sanctions
· V77_Sanc_Change
How did the UNSC alter or authorize economic sanctions?



0 – None



1 – Initiate sanctions

2 – Extend sanctions / renew suspended sanctions 
3 – Increase existing sanctions / add another type of sanction / stricter monitoring/ stricter enforcement
4 – Decrease / postpone / suspend / exceptions to sanctions




5 – End some sanctions




6 – End all sanctions
· V78_Peacekeeping

Did the UNSC discuss, authorize, or alter a UN peacekeeping operation? 




0 – No 




1 – Yes 

This includes closed sessions with briefings from PKO, troop contributing countries, or the Under Secretary General for Peacekeeping.
· V79_PKO_change


How did the UNSC alter or authorize a peacekeeping operation?



0 – None
1 – Initiated a peacekeeping operation 



2 – Extended a peacekeeping operation
3 – Increased the mandate or size of a peacekeeping operation



4 – Decreased the mandate or size of a peacekeeping operation 




5 – Terminated peacekeeping operation (includes final extensions)
When a resolution both extends a mandate and increases/decreases the size/mandate of a PKO, it is coded as either 3 or 4. A coding of 2 occurs only when the mandate is both unchanged and extended.

· V80_PKO_mandate1, V81_PKO_mandate2, V82_PKO_mandate3, V83_PKO_mandate4, V84_PKO_mandate5, V85_PKO_mandate6, V86_PKO_mandate7, V87_PKO_mandate8



What mandate(s) did the UNSC authorize for the peacekeeping operation?
When the UNSC extends a peacekeeping operation, then the continuing mandate is coded even if that resolution does not specifically enumerate all the elements of that mandate. This includes situations where a peacekeeping operation includes a Chapter VII authorization to use force (and asserts a rule violator), and then ensuing resolutions extending that peacekeeping operation does not explicitly mention a reauthorization to use force (or assert a rule violator).




0 – Did not discuss a peacekeeping operation



1 – Implement peace agreement / monitor ceasefire

2 – Facilitate elections / governance / national reconciliation
3 – Negotiate ceasefire / peace agreement



4 – Maintain security / consolidate state authority
5 – Demilitarization (monitor demilitarized zones, safe areas, no fly zones / disarm parties / remove land mines)



6 – Protect civilians / UN personnel



8 – Refugees / repatriation / internally displaced persons
9 – Human rights / police / military / judicial system




10 – Monitor border / provide buffer




11 – Cooperate with / monitor regional organization

12 – Sanctions (monitor compliance with / enforce sanctions; arms embargo / enforce judicial arrest warrants)



13 – Humanitarian relief




14 – Preventive deployment




15 – Observer mission only




16 – Transitional legislative and executive authority

17 – ‘all necessary action’ for self-defense (no Chapter VII)
· V88_PKO_size
Number of military and police in the multinational force.

This was not always included in the UNSC documents; sources for this variable include the Repertoire and on-line sites for NATO and the EU.

· V89_Regional_CS
Did the UNSC authorize a regional organization to act?




0 – No

This includes situations in which the UNSC only ‘commends’ regional peacekeeping missions, sanctions, or collective security efforts; or ‘expresses gratitude’ for the efforts of regional organizations regarding the pacific settlement of disputes.

1 – Peacekeeping

This includes peacekeeping operations, observer missions and joint UN-regional peacekeeping operations; it includes both newly created peacekeeping operations and existing regional operations in which the UNSC subsequently authorizes.

2 – Sanctions

This includes authorizations to monitor and/or enforce UNSC economic sanctions; it also includes requirements to provide information to UNSC sanctions committees.

3 – Use of force

This includes the enforcement of arms embargoes, trade embargoes, or no fly zones; and missions to protect citizens, disarm combatants, retake territory, or deliver humanitarian aid. 

· V90_Reg_org1, V91_Reg_org2


Which regional organization did the UNSC authorize to act?

This variable required background knowledge because NATO is rarely referred to directly (e.g., Bosnia resolutions refer to ‘the Member States acting through or in cooperation with the organization referred to in annex 1-A of the Peace Agreement’!). Resolutions authorizing NATO to act include Kosovo resolutions referring to KFOR, Afghanistan resolutions referring to ISAF, and Bosnia resolutions referring to SFOR and IFOR. On other occasions, a generic call to all member states and/or regional organizations to act in practice meant NATO (see Resolutions 770, 787, 794, 816, 836).




1 – Economic Community of West African States 

2 – Organization of African Unity / African Union

3 – League of Arab States

4 – European Community / European Union

5 – Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe




6 – Commonwealth of Independent States




7 – Generic call to all regional organizations




8 – North Atlantic Treaty Organization

