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Political Science / International Relations

Division of Social Sciences

B Major: 39 credit hours (At least 18 taken
at McKendree University)

B Minor: 21 credit hours (At least 12 taken
at McKendree University)

B All courses for the major and minor must
be completed with a grade of C- or better

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS:
B Capstone: Senior Seminar (W) (PSI 498)

Description of Major: McKendree offers a major
in both political science and international relations.
These majors provide students with the knowledge,
skills, and values necessary to be effective citizens
in a globalizing world. Students learn the enduring
ideas of political philosophy, multiple theoretical
approaches within the discipline, and social science
research skills. Students then apply the knowledge
and skills of the discipline to both explore the
many challenges of our contemporary world and
to develop their values. Both majors culminate with
a capstone experience which provides students
with the opportunity to do extensive research and
present their findings in a seminar setting.

Student Learning Outcomes
In both majors, students will:

+ Demonstrate knowledge of the major concepts of
the discipline, particularly in the fields of American
politics and international relations.

+ Demonstrate the writing skills necessary to
effectively participate in academic, civic, and
political environments.

+ Demonstrate the oral presentation skills necessary
to effectively participate in academic, civic, and
political environments.

+ Demonstrate the critical thinking and research
skills necessary to effectively participate in
academic, civic, and political environments.

Apply Today! (FREE) | Request Information |  Contact Us

Preparation: Degrees in political science and
international relations are a strong foundation for
careers in a number of areas, including local, state
or national government, law, non-governmental
organizations, labor and industrial relations,

city management and urban planning, political
consulting and campaign management, interest
groups and social interest lobbying, and journalism.

POLITICAL SCIENCE

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS 39 crs.
PSI1 101 AMERICAN POLITICS 3
PS1296 RESEARCH METHODS 3
PS1498 SENIOR SEMINAR (W) 3

THREE COURSES FROM THE FOLLOWING

PSI1 102 STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 3
PS1210 INTRODUCTION TO WORLD POLITICS 3
PS1220 INTRODUCTION TO

COMPARATIVE POLITICS 3
PS1230 INTRODUCTION TO
POLITICAL THEORY 3

SEVEN COURSES FROM THE FOLLOWING

PSI 300 CONGRESS (W) 3
PSI1301 THE PRESIDENCY (W) 3
PSI305 CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 3
PS1307 CAMPAIGNS AND ELECTIONS 3
PS1309 PUBLIC POLICY 3
PSI SPECIAL TOPICS
380-389 IN POLITICAL SCIENCE 1-3
PSI311 INTERNATIONAL

ORGANIZATIONS (W) 3
PSI312 INTERNATIONAL LAW 3
PS1314 UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY 3
POLITICAL SCIENCE
MINOR REQUIREMENTS 21 crs.
PSI1 101 AMERICAN POLITICS 3
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TWO COURSES FROM THE FOLLOWING INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
PSI102  STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 3 MINOR REQUIREMENTS 21 crs.
PSI210  INTRODUCTION TO WORLD POLITICS 3 PSI210  INTRODUCTION TO WORLD POLITICS 3
PSI220  INTRODUCTION TO
COMPARATIVE POLITICS 3 SIX COURSES FROM THE FOLLOWING
PS1230  INTRODUCTION TO PSI 101 AMERICAN POLITICS 3
POLITICAL THEORY 3 PSI220 INTRODUCTION TO
COMPARATIVE POLITICS 3
FOUR COURSES FROM THE FOLLOWING PSI230  INTRODUCTION TO
PSI300 CONGRESS (W) 3 POLITICAL THEORY 3
PSI301 THE PRESIDENCY (W) 3 PSI311  INTERNATIONAL
PSI305 CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 3 ORGANIZATIONS (W) 3
PSI307 CAMPAIGNS AND ELECTIONS 3 PSI312  INTERNATIONAL LAW 3
PSI309 PUBLIC POLICY 3 PSI314  UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY 3
PSI311  INTERNATIONAL PSI316 MODEL UNITED NATIONS 3
ORGANIZATIONS (W) 3 PSI SPECIAL TOPICS
PSI312  INTERNATIONAL LAW 3 380-389  IN POLITICAL SCIENCE 3
PSI314  UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY 3
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
MAJOR REQUIREMENTS 39 crs.
PSI 101  AMERICAN POLITICS 3

PS1210 INTRODUCTION TO WORLD POLITICS 3
PS1220 INTRODUCTION TO
COMPARATIVE POLITICS 3
PS1230 INTRODUCTION TO
POLITICAL THEORY
PS1296 RESEARCH METHODS 3
PSI1311 INTERNATIONAL

w

ORGANIZATIONS (W) 3
PSI 312 INTERNATIONAL LAW 3
PSI 314  UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY 3
PS1498 SENIOR SURVEY IN

POLITICAL SCIENCE (W) 3
FOUR COURSES FROM THE FOLLOWING
PSI1 300 CONGRESS (W) 3
PS1301 THE PRESIDENCY (W) 3
PSI305 CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 3
PSI309 PUBLIC POLICY 3
PSI316 MODEL UNITED NATIONS 3
PSI SPECIAL TOPICS
380-389 IN POLITICAL SCIENCE 3
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Political Science / International Relations (PSI)

PSI 101 3

AMERICAN POLITICS

A survey course focusing on the development, organization,
and dynamics of American political processes and institutions.
This course examines how the public, interest groups, the
media, political parties, and the constitutional branches of
government work together to produce public policies.

PSI 102 3

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Introductory course providing an understanding of how
state and local governments function and their place within
the American political system.

PSI 210 3

INTRODUCTION TO WORLD POLITICS

This course studies the attempts of the international
community to deal with current global security issues,
including the proliferation of weapons, terrorism, civil war,
genocide, and human rights violations.

PSI 220 3
INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE POLITICS

This course is an introduction to the comparative study of
politics and government. It includes both a regionally diverse
selection of case studies as well as an introduction to cross-
national comparison, especially democratization.

PSI 230 3

INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL THEORY
An introduction to the classical theorists, including Plato,
Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Mill, and Marx.

PSI 280-289 1-3
SPECIAL TOPICS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE
PSI 296 3

RESEARCH METHODS

This course introduces students to the basic skills required
to conduct research in political science. The course examines
a variety of quantitative and qualitative methods, including
survey research, regression analysis, case studies, and

policy analysis. This course is not intended as a substitute
for MTH 170.

PSI 300 3

CONGRESS (W)

A study of the organizational structure of Congress, the nature
of its processes, and the behavior of its members. Specific
topics include Constitutional powers, the role and importance
of the committee and party systems, congressional decision
making, and Congressional interaction with other parts of the
political system.

PSI 301 3

THE PRESIDENCY (W)

This course examines the historical development,
organizational structure, and function of the Presidency.
Specific topics include presidential leadership in foreign and
domestic policy and the relationship between the President
and other political actors, including the public, the media,
Congress, and the bureaucracy.
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PSI 305 3

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW

Analyzes the role of the judiciary by examining constitutional
decisions about civil rights, civil liberties, federalism, contracts,
property, and the relative power of the executive and
legislative branches.

PSI 307 3

CAMPAIGNS AND ELECTIONS

This course examines the American electoral process for both
Congress and the Presidency. Topics covered include voting
behavior, public opinion, the nomination and general election
process, and the role of interest groups, the media, and
political parties in modern elections.

PSI 309 3

PUBLIC POLICY

Analyzes how American public policy is formulated and how
public policies can be evaluated. Includes a series of case
studies to show how the policy process works and to develop
a fuller understanding of contemporary public policy issues.
Examples of policy areas include the federal budget process,
social security reform, welfare reform, education reform,
environmental policies, and criminal justice policies.

PSI 311 3

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS (W)

A study of the attempt to construct “global governance”
through international organizations. Focuses on the United
Nations, the European Union, and non-governmental
organizations.

PSI 312 3

INTERNATIONAL LAW

An analysis of contemporary international law. Specific topics
include the laws of war, arms control treaties, human rights
law, environmental law, and the global commons.

PSI 313 3

INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ECONOMY (W)

Analyzes the relationship between states and markets, the
nature of capitalism and globalization, international trade and
finance regimes, international development, and the problem
of global inequality.

PSI 314 3

UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY

An analysis of post-World War Il United States foreign policy
from a variety of perspectives, including international relations
theory, domestic politics, and group decision making.

PSI 315 3

GENDER AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

An analysis of feminist understandings of the major areas of
international relations, including war and conflict resolution,
globalization, development, and human rights.

PSI 316 5

MODEL UNITED NATIONS

This course provides students with opportunities to study the
foreign policies of various countries and write policy papers in
preparation for Model United Nations activities. Consent of the
instructor is required. May be repeated for up to 3 credits.
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Political Science / International Relations (PSI)

PSI 380-389 1-3
SPECIAL TOPICS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE

PSI 470 3-8
INTERNSHIP IN POLITICAL SCIENCE (W)

PSI 480 1-4
INDEPENDENT STUDY IN POLITICAL SCIENCE (W)

PSI 498 3

SENIOR SEMINAR (W)

This course provides students with the capstone opportunity
to do extensive research and present their findings in a
seminar setting.

Apply Today! (FREE) | Request Information | ContactUs | VisitUs | Learn More www.mckendree.edu


https://www.mckendree.edu/admission/info/index.php
https://mckendree.elluciancrmrecruit.com/Apply/Account/Create?IsInquiry=True
https://www.mckendree.edu/admission/info/office/index.php
https://www.mckendree.edu/admission/info/office/visit/index.php
https://www.mckendree.edu/about/index.php
https://www.mckendree.edu

	Contents
	The University Mission
	Purposes
	The Tradition
	McKendree University
	The Curriculum
	Honor Societies
	Domestic Study and Travel
	Study Abroad
	Lyn Huxford Center  for Community Service

	Admission
	Financial Information
	Financial Aid
	Applying for Financial Aid
	Grants
	Loans
	Repeat/Delete
	Scholarships
	Satisfactory Academic  Progress Policy
	VA Pending Payment Compliance
	Tuition Refunds


	Student Services
	Holman Library
	Student Success  and Advising Center
	Disability Services
	Writing Center
	Career Services

	Academic Policies
	Academic Calendar
	Adding or Dropping Classes
	Additional Minor or  Major After Graduation
	Administrative  Withdrawal Policy
	Advising
	Attendance
	Auditing Courses
	Challenges to  Academic Decisions
	Class and Status
	Credit for Prior Learning
	Dean’s List and President’s List
	Declaration of Major
	Degrees Offered
	Email
	Family Educational  Rights and Privacy
	Foreign Language Requirements
	Grade Changes
	Grade Forgiveness
	Grading System
	Graduation Dates
	Honors at Graduation
	Illinois Articulation  Initiative (IAI)
	Independent  and Directed Study
	Individually Designed Majors
	Individually Designed Minors
	Internships
	Interruption of Studies
	Maximum Course Load
	Permission to Register
	Probation,  Suspension, Dismissal
	Repeat/Delete
	Research Institutional  Review Board
	Residence Requirement
	Restrictions on Enrollment
	Second Degree
	Severe Weather Policy
	State Seal of Biliteracy Credit
	Students Transferring  from Another Institution
	Transfer of Credit
	Undergraduate Students Enrolled in Graduate  Level Credit
	Withdrawals
	Path to Graduation
	The McKendree Experience

	General Education Program
	General Education Areas of Study
	I.  DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES
	II.   PERSONAL AND  SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
	III.  EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION


	College of Arts and Sciences
	Art (ART)
	Biology (BIO)
	Biopsychology (Bachelor of Arts)
	Biopsychology (Bachelor of Science)
	Chemistry (CHE)
	Clinical and Counseling Psychology (PSY)
	Computing (CSI)
	COMPUTER SCIENCE
	COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS
	CYBERSECURITY
	MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS (MIS)

	Creative Writing (ENG)
	Data Analytics
	Economics (ECO)
	English (ENG)
	Environmental Studies (ENS)
	Ethnic Studies
	Forensic Studies (FOR)
	Gender Studies
	History (HIS)
	3+3 Law Program
	Legal Studies
	Mathematics (MTH)
	Music (MUS)
	Music Education (MUED)
	Music Marketing (MUS/MKT)
	Occupational Therapy
	Philosophy (PHI)
	Political Science / International Relations (PSI)
	Pre-professional Studies
	Psychology (PSY)
	Religious Studies (REL)
	Sociology (SOC)
	Sport Psychology

	BBA/MBA 4+1 Option
	Supply Chain Management and Logistics (SCL)
	Sport Management (SPM)
	Marketing (MKT)
	Management (MGT)
	Leadership Studies (LDR)
	Human Resource Management (HRM)
	Healthcare Management (HCM)
	Entrepreneurship (ENT)
	Economics and Finance (ECO/FIN)
	Economics (ECO)
	Cyber Defense (CBD)
	Communication (COM)
	Business Administration (BUS)
	Accounting (ACC)
	School of  Education
	School of Education (EDU)
	Elementary Education
	Special Education/ Elementary Education Dual Licensure
	Middle School Education
	Secondary Education
	Science Education
	Social Science Education
	Educational Studies

	School of  Nursing  and  Health Professions
	Exercise Science and Sports Performance
	BS/MSAT 3+2 Option
	Health (HPE)
	Nursing (NSG)
	Physical Education (PED)

	Additional  Course and Program Offerings
	Aerospace Studies (AES)
	Army ROTC (MSC)
	Exploratory Studies
	Honors Program (HON)
	University Courses (UNI) 

	University Courses (UNI)
	Theatre (THE)
	Study Abroad (STA)
	Social Science (SSC)
	Sport Management (SPM)
	Special Education (SPE)
	Spanish (SPA)
	Sociology (SOC)
	Supply Chain Management and Logistics (SCL)
	Religious Studies (REL)
	Psychology (PSY)
	Political Science / International Relations (PSI)
	Physics (PHY)
	Philosophy (PHI)
	Nursing (NSG)
	Music (MUS)
	Music Lessons (MUL)
	Music Education (MUED)
	Music Ensembles (MUE)
	Mathematics (MTH)
	Army ROTC (MSC)
	Marketing (MKT)
	Management (MGT)
	Library (LIB)
	Legal Studies (LGS)
	Leadership Studies (LDR)
	Human Resource Management (HRM)
	Health (HPE)
	Honors Program (HON)
	History (HIS)
	Healthcare Management (HCM)
	Forensic Studies (FOR)
	Foreign Language Special Topics (FLS)
	Economics and Finance (ECO/FIN)
	Earth Science (ES)
	Entrepreneurship (ENT)
	Environmental Studies (ENS)
	English (ENG)
	Education (EDU)
	Endorsement in Reading (EDR)
	Economics (ECO)
	Computing (CSI)
	Communication (COM)
	Chemistry (CHE)
	Cyber Defense (CBD)
	Business Administration (BUS)
	Biology (BIO)
	Athletic Training (ATH)
	Art (ART)
	Anthropology (ANT)
	Aerospace Studies (AES)
	Accounting (ACC)
	Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA)
	Physical Education (PED)
	Board and Administration
	Faculty
	Endowed Scholarships and Loan Funds
	MAJORS / MINORS / TRACKS / EMPHASES



