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Programs are available in Holman Library, Ames Dining Hall, and Piper Academic Center. 

 

Presenters and poster exhibiters should check in at the Presenters Check-in Station  

in Piper Academic Center lounge. 

 

For information, please see a volunteer located in Piper Academic Center.  
 

Share your news and pictures: #McKAEC18  

View the photo gallery at www.mckendree.edu/photos 

  

LUNCH and DINNER OPTIONS 

 

Ames Dining Hall 

Cafeteria style 

Hours:  

Lunch 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Dinner 4:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

1828 

À la carte deli 

Hours: 7:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 



Museum Open in Bothwell Chapel 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
theHub Open House (below 1828) 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Morning Schedule 

8:00 

 
CHECK-IN for posters in PAC Lounge 8:00 – 8:25 a.m. 

CHECK-IN for presentations in PAC Lounge 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Attendees may pick up programs in Holman Library, Ames, or PAC. 

 

 

8:30 – 9:45 

 
POSTER SESSIONS in Holman Library and Ames Dining Hall 

Pick up a ballot at the entrance to each building, and cast your vote for the best! 
Posters #1-125 

 

9:45 – 10:00 BREAK 

  
 

PAC 114 PAC 115 PAC 116 PAC 117 PAC 214 PAC 215 PAC 216 

10:00 – 10:30 

Internship in 
Exercise Science 

and Sports 
Performance 

Honors Thesis 
On the Streets and 

Between the Sheets: 
A Correlational 

Analysis of 
Interpersonal Values, 
Gender Attitudes, and 

Sexual Consent 
Behaviors 

United States 
Environmental 

History 

Honors Thesis 
Relational 

Maintenance in 
Military Couples: A 
Phenomenological 

Study 

Expand Your Mind 
and Your 
Horizons: 

Intellectual, 
Emotional, and 
Environmental 

Wellness 

Honors Thesis 
Chlorine 

Determinations of 
the Water of 

Southern Illinois 

Honors Thesis 
The Existence of 

Antibiotic 
Resistant Bacteria 
in Environmental 

Sources 

#126 #127 #128 #129 #130 #131 #132 

10:30 – 10:40 BREAK 

10:40 – 11:10 
Seminar in English 

Essays 

McKendree 
History Timeline 

Presentation 

McKendree 
Debate Team 

Showcase  

Contemporary 
Christian Thought 
Research Papers 

Part I 

Addicted to Tech? 
What About Rec?: 

Social, Spiritual, 
and Recreational 

Wellness 

Honors Thesis 
Environmental 
Influence on 
Aggression in 

Zebrafish (Danio 
rerio) 

Honors Thesis 

Salivary Protein 
Profiles in Humans: 
An Investigation of 
Salivary Proteins in 

Response to 
Olfactory Stimuli 

#141 #142 #143 #144 #145 #146 #147 

11:10 – 11:20 BREAK 

11:20 – 11:50 

Honors Thesis 
Incarcerated 

Parents’ Effect on 
Childhood 

Delinquency 
 

A SIMULATED 
Crisis at Ames 

McKendree 
Speech Team 

Showcase 
Part I  

Contemporary 
Christian Thought 
Research Papers 

Part II 

Women, Work, 
Issues, and 
Solutions: 

Occupational and 
Physical Wellness 

Honors Thesis 
Aromatherapy for 

Stress Relief in 
College Students 
Shown Through 

Galvanic Skin 
Response 

Honors Thesis 
Socioeconomic 

Status and 
Academic 
Resilience 

#153 #154 #155 #156 #157 #158 #159 

11:50 – 12:00 BREAK 

12:00 – 12:30 

Art Before We 
Depart: Senior Art 

Exhibitions 

Marketing 
Research 

Presentations 

McKendree 
Speech Team 

Showcase 
Part II  

Exercise Science 
and Sports 

Performance and 
Athletic Training 

Presentations 

Early Assessment 
and Resource 

Provision for the 
Pregnant 

Substance Abuser 

Prophecy of 
Bonhoeffer and 

the “Nones” 
 

 

#167 #168 #169 #170 #171 #172  

12:30 LUNCH ON YOUR OWN 



Museum Open in Bothwell Chapel 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
theHub Open House (below 1828) 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Morning Schedule 
 

CHECK-IN for posters in Holman Library or Ames 8:00 – 8:25 a.m. 
CHECK-IN for presentations in PAC Lounge 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Attendees may pick up programs in Holman Library, Ames, or PAC. 
 

8:00 

 

POSTER SESSIONS in Holman Library and Ames Dining Hall 
Pick up a ballot at the entrance to each building, and cast your vote for the best! 

Posters #1-125 

8:30 – 9:45 

BREAK 9:45 – 10:00 

PAC 217 PAC 218 PAC 220 PAC 222 Choir Room PAC Breezeway theHub Eisenmayer  

Honors Thesis 
How Does Eye 

Color Affect 
Reaction Time? 

Effects of 
Plant-Based 

Diet on 
Anaerobic 
Collegiate 
Athletes 

Difficult 
Conversations: 
Narratives of 

Hate, Race, and 
Learning 

Disabilities 

Research in 
Accounting 

Theory 
Presentations 

Montage 

Reading 

 
Walking 

History Tour 
(Meet in front 

of PAC) 

Open House 
Welcome and 
Introduction  
(below 1828) 

Directing 
Class  

One-Acts 
10:00 – 10:30 

#133 #134 #135 #136 #137 #138 #139 #140 

BREAK 10:30 – 10:40 

Effects of Dopants 

(N and P) and 

Synthesis 

Conditions on the 

Size and Quantum 

Yield of Carbon 

Quantum Dots 

Immunological 

Effects of the 

Common Food Dye 

Tartrazine (Yellow 

#5) on Mus 

musculus 

(Common House 

Mouse) 
 

Research on 

the College 

Experience: 

Sororities, 

Stress, and 

Netflix Binging 

Let’s Get 

Physical: The 

Making of a 

5K/10K 

Fundraising 

Event 

  

Open House 

Activities 

(below 1828) 

 
 10:40 – 11:10 

#148 #149 #150 #151   #152  

BREAK 11:10 – 11:20 

Honors Thesis 

Benefits of the 

Arts in 

Education  

Cerebrospinal Fluid 

(CSF) Anti-A Beta 

Autoantibody 

Levels as a 

Biomarker for 

Alzheimer’s 

Disease 

 

The Effect of 

Bisphenol-A (BPA) 

on Sperm Function 

and Morphology in 

Tursiops aduncus 

(Common 

Bottlenose 

Dolphin) 

The Psychology 

of Social 

Media: Trends, 

Social Norms, 

and Persuasion  

Chamber Choir 

Spring Concert 

Dress 

Rehearsal 

Walking 
History Tour 

(Meet in front 
of PAC) 

Open House 

Activities 

(below 1828) 

 
11:20 – 11:50 

#160 #161 #162 #163 #164 #165 #166  

BREAK 11:50 – 12:00 

Comparative 

Study of Alkaloids 

and Antioxidants 

in Tinospora 

cordifolia and 

Withania 

somnifera 

Can You Eat 

Yourself Happy?: 

A Look into Gut 

Health and the 

Treatment of 

Depression and 

Anxiety 

Are Epigenetic 

Marks Heritable?:  

Testing the Effect 

of Physical Activity 

on the Degree of 

Epigenetic Marks 

on DNA 

Learning 

Through Service 

with the Lyn 

Huxford Center 

for Community 

Service 

  

 
 

How to Adult 
(below 1828) 

 

 
12:00 – 12:30 

#173 #174 #175 #176   #177  

LUNCH ON YOUR OWN 12:30 



Museum Open in Bothwell Chapel 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
theHub Open House (below 1828) 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Afternoon Schedule 

1:00 p.m. 

 
HONORS CONVOCATION in The Hettenhausen Center for the Arts 

All are invited! 

  

 The Hett Bothwell Chapel PAC 218 PAC 220 PAC 222 OLM 302 

3:00 p.m. 

Honors Convocation 
Reception 

 
  

 

 

3:30 p.m.  
  

 
 

  

4:00 p.m. 
Honor Society 

Inductions: 
Phi Eta Sigma 

and 
Phi Kappa Phi 

 
(Reception in Hett 

lobby after 
ceremony) 

 

  

 

 

4:30 p.m.  

  

 

 

  

5:00 p.m.  

 

  

 

5:30 p.m.  

  

 

 

#178    

6:00 p.m.  
 

Psi Chi and Pi 
Gamma Mu Honor 
Society Inductions 
(Psychology and 
Social Sciences) 

Pi Mu Epsilon 

Honor Society 

Induction 

(Mathematics) 

Pi Sigma Alpha 

Honor Society 

Induction 

(Political Science) 

Sigma Zeta  
Honor Society 

Induction  
(Science and 

Mathematics) 

Upsilon Pi Epsilon 
Honor Society 

Induction  
(Computing and 

Information 
Disciplines) 6:30 p.m.  

#186 #187 #188 #189 #190 

7:00 p.m.   

  

 

 

7:30 p.m. McKendree 
Dance Ensemble 

Performance 

 

  

 

 

8:00 p.m. 

Tau Sigma Honor 
Society Induction 

(Transfer Students) 
#195 

  

 

 

#194   

 

  



Museum Open in Bothwell Chapel 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
theHub Open House (below 1828) 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Afternoon Schedule 
 

HONORS CONVOCATION in The Hettenhausen Center for the Arts 
All are invited! 

 

1:00 p.m. 

 

Victorian House Bearcat Hall Circuit Riders Art Gallery 1828  

     3:00 p.m. 

   
 

 3:30 p.m. 

 

   

All-student 
Art Exhibition 

#179 
Senior Project: Co-

Directing Zombie Prom  
#180 

Advanced Play 
Production Projects 

#181 
Brass Quintet 

#182 
Clarinet Quartet 

#183 
Flute Quartet 

#184 
Saxophone Quartet 

#185 

 4:00 p.m. 

    4:30 p.m. 

    5:00 p.m. 

 
    5:30 p.m. 

 

Sigma Tau Delta 
Honor Society 

Induction 
(English) 

Iota Tau Alpha 
Honor Society 

Induction 
(Athletic Training) 

 
Alpha Kappa Delta 

Honor Society 
Induction 

(Sociology) 
 

  6:00 p.m. 

 

Reception for All 
Honor Society 

Inductees 

6:30 p.m. 

#191 #192 #193 

    7:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
  7:30 p.m. 

     8:00 p.m. 
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Session Information 
 

POSTERS: 8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 
Holman Library 
Vote for the best poster in Holman Library!       

Cast your ballot at the entrance to the building. 
 

BIO 480–Independent Study 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Michele Schutzenhofer 
 

 #1 The Phenology of the Common  
   Eastern Bumblebee, Bombus impatiens,  
   in Recently Restored Prairies 
   Presenter: Teri Cocke 
 

 #2 Recovery of Understory Forest  
   Communities Following Invasive Shrub  
   Removal 
   Presenter: Kevin Witcik 

 

BIO 480–Independent Study 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Angela LaMora 

 

 #3 Social Preference of Zebrafish 
   Presenter: Izabella Perkins 

 

BIO 313–Cellular Biology 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Robb VanPutte 
 

 #4 Determining the Best Organism  
   Source of Tyrosinase 
   Presenters: Bethany Barr, Haleigh Day 
 

 #5 Tyrosinase Isoenzymes: A  
   Comparison Across Tissues of a Single  
   Organism 
   Presenters: Teri Cocke, Daniel Rapp  
 

 #6 Purification of the Enzyme  
   Tyrosinase 
   Presenters: Haleigh Lawrence, Hudson     
   Mitchell 
 

 #7 Investigating the Effects of pH on  
   Tyrosinase Activity 
   Presenters: Rachael Fulton, Ashley     
   Hathaway 

 

 

 

CSI 498–Senior Seminar II 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. C.J. Dulaney 



 #8 McK Sports Attendance Coordinator 
   Presenter: Joshua Donovan 
 

 #9 Bearcat Car Share 
   Presenter: Ewomazino Efenedo 

 

 #10 Dungeon Crawl 
   Presenter: Sean Fulton 
 

 #11 Bogey Tracker 
   Presenter: Zachary Middendorff 

 

 #12 Lending Hands 
   Presenter: Gregory Ortiz 
 

 #13 TOLM 
   Presenter: Brady Rose 
 

 #14 Singularity: Exploring Game  
   Creation with Open-source/Source- 
   available Tools 
   Presenter: Alan Thomas 
 

 #15 Epic Games Maze Project 
   Presenter: Jacob Troutman 
 

 #16 Auto-Friendly 
   Presenter: Connor White 

 

NSG 792–DNP Advanced Nursing Project III  

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Janice Albers 

 

 #17 Effect of Patient Handoff on Nursing         
   Self-Efficacy 
   Presenter: Christopher Guelbert  
 

NSG 792–DNP Advanced Nursing Project III  

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Helene Seibert 

 

 #18 Examining Self-Efficacy and Nurses’  
   Decision to Pursue a Bachelor of  
   Science in Nursing 
   Presenter: Cynthia Winfield 
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PRS 380–Special Topics in Public Relations 

Studies 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Richard Murphy 

 

 #19 Female Sport Media Coverage in the  
   USA vs. AUS 
   Presenter: Megan Jensen 

 

PSY 496–Senior Thesis 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Guy Boysen 
 

 #20 Gone with the Stigma: The  
   Exploration of Mental Illness and  
   Motion Pictures 
   Presenter: Anna Joseph 
 

 #21 The Relation of Student College  
   Involvement, Achievement, and  
   Satisfaction 
   Presenter: Rachel Kaltwasser 
 

 #22 Self-esteem, Social Networking, and  
   Status 
   Presenter: Alyssa Kjeldsen 
 

 #23 Social Media Usage and Perceptions  
   of Self 
   Presenter: Chelsea Whittaker 

 

PSY 499–Research Practicum 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Guy Boysen 
 

 #24 Mental Illness as a Relationship  
   Dealbreaker 
   Presenters: Jordan Morton, Tatiana Nieves 

 

PSY 496–Senior Thesis 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Gerald McDonnell 
 

 #25 The Relationship Between Parenting  
   Styles and the Likelihood of Becoming a  
   College Athlete 
   Presenter: Jessica Baldus 
 

 #26 A Comparison of Aggression  
   Between Athletes in Different Types of     
   Sports 
   Presenter: Cory Berberich 
 

 #27 Healthy Choices Concerning  
   Athletes and Gender 
   Presenter: Isabella Fuentes 

 #28 The Effects of Timed Testing on  
   Test Anxiety and Performance Scores 
   Presenter: Cecily May 
 

 #29 The Effects of Information and  
   Communication Technology on  
   Relationships 
   Presenter: Nathaniel Michael 



 #30 “She’s just crazy”: Examining  
   Anxiety Personality Traits Within the  
   Female Identity and Overall Romantic  
   Relationship Satisfaction 
   Presenter: Logyn Norris 
 

 #31 The Effects of Task Difficulty on  
   Time Perception with a Positive  
   (Negative) Twist 
   Presenter: Samantha Paton 
 

 #32 The Relationship Between Exercise  
   in College Athletics and Body Image in  
   Females 
   Presenter: Erika Preusser 
 

 #33 Effect of Sleep Deprivation on  
   Undergraduate Grade Point Average 
   Presenter: Damian Reed 
 

 #34 The Effects of Gender-Based  
   Microagressions on Performance 
   Presenter: Darionne Smith 
 

 #35 How Personality Affects Time  
   Management 
   Presenter: Hayley Thompson 

 

Experimental Psychology Research Group 
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Gerald McDonnell 

 

 #36 Music and Task Switching: Does  
   Playing an Instrument Enhance  
   Attentional Task Switching? 
   Presenters: Rebecca Chicosky, Raina Isaacs 
 

 #37 Tinder, Decision Making, and Risk- 
   Taking 
   Presenter: Lafayette Waters 
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HIS 271/371–United States Women’s 

History  
Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Lauren Thompson 
 

 #38 Inventions Created by Women that  
   the World Cannot Live Without 
   Presenter: Paige Allan 
 

 #39 Salem Witch Trials 
   Presenter: Bethany Barr 
 

 #40 Female Serial Killers Within the 1920s 
   Presenter: McKenzzee Causey 
 

 #41 The Woman Behind the Curtain 
   Presenter: Erin Fleshren 
 

 #42 Harlem Renaissance 
   Presenter: K’taria Haynes 
 

 #43 Venereal Disease 
   Presenter: Emily Kinney 
 

 #44 Jewish Women in the United States 
   Presenter: Roxi Kropveld 
 

 #45 World War Women 
   Presenter: Brian Larcom 
 

 #46 Women of the Stonewall Riots 
   Presenter: Jace Mossor 
 

 #47 Women in the Military WWII 
   Presenter: Karyn R Sahs 
 

 #48 Pop, Rock, and Poodle Skirts 
   Presenter: Justin Smock 
 

 #49 Sold Down the River 
   Presenter: Dejah Warren 

 

BIO 220–Evolution  

Faculty Sponsor: Simon Bade 
 

 #50 Evolution of the Human Brain 
   Presenter: Sarah Banning 
 

 #51 Evolutionary Relationship of  
   Archosaurs: Why Birds Are Reptiles 
   Presenter: Robert Esson 
 



 #52 Evolutionary History of Komodo  
   Dragons 
   Presenter: Jana Garrow 



 #53 Vestigial Structures 
   Presenter: Chase Hallemann 
 

 #54 Sharks 
   Presenter: Dustin Hamilton 



 #55 Invasive Plant Species:  Evolution  
   and Implications 
   Presenter: Natalie Huiras 
 

 #56 Evolution of Sea Turtles: The  
   Remaining Seven Species 
   Presenter: Victoria Jones 

 

 #57 Evolution of Pathogenic Viruses and  
   Their Hosts 
   Presenter: Noah Kraljev 



 #58 Evolution of Homo sapiens 
   Presenter: Cody Masching 
 

 #59 Evolution of Man: Vestigial     
   Structures 
   Presenter: Anna McKinney 
 

 #60 Why Do Similar Species Divergently  
   Evolve When Exposed to a Common        
   Stressor?: Testudine Case Study 
   Presenter: Brock Meigs 
 

 #61 Bioluminescence in Different Species 
   Presenter: Jessica Molinari 
 

 #62 Evolution in Elephants 
   Presenter: Kaylee Murry 
 

 #63 The Evolution of HIV 

   Presenter: Matthew Phipps 

 

 #64 Phylogeny of Musa acuminata: The  
   Cavendish Banana 
   Presenter: Madeline Shea 
 

 #65 The Evolution of Carnivorous Plants 
   Presenter: Jackson Smith 
  


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 #66 Antibiotic Resistance 
   Presenter: Milica Sostarec 
 

POSTERS: 8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 
Ames Dining Hall 
Vote for the best poster in Ames Dining Hall!   

Cast your ballot at the entrance to the building. 
 

SOC 498–Sociological Analysis 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Melissa Barfield 

 

 #67 Struggles of First Generation College  
   Students 
   Presenter: Nicholas Aguirre 
 

 #68 Discovering if Men are More Likely  
   than Women to Drink Underage, Based  
   on Family Relationships and Peer  
   Pressure 
   Presenter: Courtney Alli 
 

 #69 “Working Hard or Hardly Working?” 
   Presenter: Shaquille Armstrong 
 

 #70 Measuring Food Insecurity on  
   McKendree’s Campus 
   Presenter: Alex Baldwin 
 

 #71 The Likelihood that Males Drink  
   More than Females During their First  
   Year in College 
   Presenter: Christian Boyles 
 

 #72 Family Satisfaction Among African  
   Americans and Latinos 
   Presenter: Brandi Elizalde 
 

 #73 Parent-Child Relationships and  
   Cohabitation 
   Presenter: Harley Fetterer 
 

 #74 Racism in Education 
   Presenter: Mia Fiore 
 

 #75 College Athletes Reporting Lower  
   Levels of Self-esteem 
   Presenter: Brenna Griffey 
 

 #76 Gender Inequality Negatively  
   Affecting Married Women’s GPA? 
   Presenter: Debra Johnson

 #77 How College Students and Student  
   Athletes Bond Through Alcohol 
   Presenter: Kyle Kirkpatrick 
 

 #78 Poverty Levels Within Certain Races  
   and Ethnicities 
   Presenter: Autumn Kolesa 
 

 #79 Tobacco Use in Parents and Kids 
   Presenter: Brian McClanahan 
 

 #80 A Comparison of Community  
   Attachment Levels Between Christians  
   and Non-Christians 
   Presenter: Phillip McLeod 
 

 #81 Intersectionality of Discrimination:  
   The Correlation of Race and Citizenship 
   Presenter: Brock Meigs 
 

 #82 Personal Safety on College Campus 
   Presenter: Haleigh Stevenson 
 

 #83 Do Students from Rural Areas Who  
   Have Limited Economic Resources  
   Experience Less Community Attachment? 
   Presenter: Blake Thompson 
 

 #84 Racial Profiling and Its Effects on  
   Mental Health 
   Presenter: Jason Whitlock 
 

PSI 301–Presidency 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Ann Collins 
 

 #85 Foreign Affairs: Presidents in Bed  
   with Foreign Powers 
   Presenter: Ty Amenn 
 

 #86 In the Name of the Father, the Son,  
   and the Presidency 
   Presenter: Dante’ Anglin 

 

 #87 White House on Wall Street 
   Presenter: Ian Blondin 
 

 #88 What the Founding Fathers? 
   Presenter: Peyton Brase 
 

 #89 With Strings Attached 
   Presenters: Naeelah Chism, Adeja Powell 
 



10 
 

 #90 Between the Sheets 
   Presenter: Haylee Christ 
 

 #91 Deal or New Deal? 
   Presenter: Erin Fleshren 



 #92 The Working President 
   Presenter: Taylor Rylie Ganz 
 

 #93 Made to Order 
   Presenter: Katherine Gemmingen 



 #94 Feeling Bully for the Bully Pulpit? 
   Presenter: Michael Hamilton 

 

 #95 Comforter-in-Chief? 
   Presenter: Caden Owens 
 

 #96 Dear Congress 
   Presenter: Brandy Rowe 
 

 #97 Signed, Sealed and Delivered 
   Presenter: Shaneise Tally 
 

 #98 Doctoring the Bush Doctrine: The  
   State Department’s Influence 
   Presenter: Andrew Wagner 
 

 #99 (Non)Commander in Chief? 
   Presenter: Thomas Watson 
 

 #100 I beg your pardon... 
   Presenter: Corben Zanger 

 

MKT 424–Business Ethics and Social 

Responsibility 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Elisabeth Erickson 

 

 #101 Do Not ‘DISS’ My Ability 
   Presenters: Adayshia Avant, Abby Poelker,  
   Kaleea Washington 
 

 #102 NCAA: The Cartel of Amateurs 
   Presenters: Levi Brening, Theo Johnson,  
   Jordan Wojtak 



 #103 $600 Lives and Martin Shkreli: The Ethics           
of Capitalism and Medicine 

   Presenters: Taron Cocke, Alla Tesfu, Lee  
   Wittenauer 



 #104 “I just signed your death warrant”:  
   What USAG and Michigan State Didn’t     
   Do 
   Presenters: Madison Cowman, Rachel  
   Ford, Brittni Snyder 
 

 #105 Stuck in 1828 
Presenters: Will Frank, John Lechtenberg, Collin 
Patton, Caitlin Roche 

 

 #106 Big Brother Isn’t Just Watching- 
   Privacy v. Surveillance in the Workplace 
   Presenters: Gianni Otto, Nathaniel Powell,  
   Alberto Soriano 
 

PED 405–Evaluation and Research in Exercise 

Science and Sport 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Deanne Riess 

 

 #107 Game of Spikes 
   Presenters: John Alvin, Karis Johnson 

 

 #108 CBD vs. Pain Killers for Athletic Injury  
   Recovery 
   Presenters: Samantha Barrientos, Matthew  

   Henning 

 

 #109 The Effect of Sleep on Sport  
   Performance 
   Presenters: Megan Black, Danielle Sweeney 
 

 #110 Is Stem Cell Therapy the Future for  
   Athletes? 
   Presenters: Brian Christianson, Adam Cox, Austin  
   Werner 
 

 #111 Mental Health and Exercise 
   Presenters: Ashley Corbin, Daniel Takacs 

 

 #112 Combating Cancer-Related Fatigue  
   Through an Adapted Exercise Program 
   Presenter: Evelyn Garren 
 

 #113 Negative Effects of Weight Training  
   During Maturation 
   Presenters: Michael Johnson, Garrett Snyder 

 

 #114 Mental Opponent 
   Presenters: Isaiah Kemper, Alexia Ward 




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 #115 Stretching in Relation to Injury  
   Prevention in Sports 
   Presenters: Leah Kloss, Emma Lewis 

 

 #116 The Racket Chooses the Player 
   Presenters: Evan Lockwood, Ethan McCafferty 



 #117 Anabolic Fasting 
   Presenters: Dustin Logan, Dylan Samuel 
 

 #118 Effects of Short Rest Between Contests  
   on Athletic Performance 
   Presenters: Nicholas Magrath, Skylar Paulson 
 

 #119 Push the Ground 
   Presenter: Tyler Manion 
 

 #120 Decreasing the Risk of Anterior Cruciate  
   Ligament Injuries for Female Athletes 
   Presenter: Abigail Smith 
 

PWR 470–Internship in Professional Writing 
Faculty sponsor: Dr. Joy Santee  
 

 #121 Gender Inclusiveness on College  
   Campuses 
   Presenter: Jaycee Kusko 
 

LDR 101–Recognized Leadership 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Jean Sampson 

 

 #122 Recognized Leadership: Children’s  
   Books 
   Presenters: Samantha Cameron, Caitlyn  
   Lowry, Megan Radae 
 

 #123 Leadership Poster 
   Presenters: Ciara Goland, Autumn Layden,  
   Brad Wyss 
 

 #124 Exemplary Leadership 
   Presenters: Brenna Griffey, Kayser Khan,  
   Charles Tompkins 
 

 #125 Reading While Leading 
   Presenters: Callie Hoadley, Delayne  
   Ivanowski 
 

 

 

  

SESSIONS: 10:00 – 10:30 a.m. 
 

#126 Internship in Exercise Science and Sports 

Performance 

This session will provide information about the 

experience and what the presenters learned during their 

internships. 

Presenters: John Alvin, Samantha Barrientos, Shayeen 

Edwards, Chase Haselhorst, Ben Muller, Skylar Paulson 

Faculty Sponsor: Jordan Fark 

Location: PAC 114 

 

#127 Honors Thesis Presentation 

On the Streets and Between the Sheets: A 

Correlational Analysis of Interpersonal Values, 

Gender Attitudes, and Sexual Consent Behaviors 

This study examines the relationships between 

interpersonal communication tactics, feelings towards 

traditional and egalitarian gender norms, and personal 

thoughts and actions surrounding sexual consent. 

Much research has been done on the interaction of 

gender and peer interactions; however, this study asks 

whether these findings also influence issues 

surrounding sexual consent. 

Presenter: Hannah Zickefoose 

Thesis Mentor: Dr. J.L. Kemp 

Location: PAC 115 

 

#128 United States Environmental History 

This session will provide information about topics in 

the environmental history of the United States based 

on specific research conducted by each student. 

Presenters: Teri Cocke, Emma Eldridge, Jawaun 

Jackson, Megan Marks 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Patrick Folk 

Location: PAC 116 

 
#129 Honors Thesis Presentation 

Relational Maintenance in Military Couples: A 

Phenomenological Study 

The purpose of this phenomenological study is to 

understand and describe the experiences of military 

veteran spouses before, during, and after a military 

deployment. 

Presenter: Macci Rueter 

Thesis Mentor: Dr. Richard Murphy 

Location: PAC 117 
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#130 Expand Your Mind and Your Horizons: 

Intellectual, Emotional, and Environmental 

Wellness 

Are your emotions affecting your academic 

performance?  What about desalination or raw water? 

How you think, or what you eat and drink is a lot to 

think about. Maybe you need a wellness trip. This 

session will share the latest on how these factors could 

be affecting you. We will focus on the intellectual, 

emotional, and environmental dimensions of wellness. 

Presenters: Dana DiPasquale, Alesha Ingram, Bailey 

Rhoades, Sydney Schrader 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Karan Onstott 

Location: PAC 214 

 

#131 Honors Thesis Presentation 

Chlorine Determinations of the Water of Southern 

Illinois 

The presenter is determining the total, free, and 

combined chlorine levels of tap water for several 

different areas of Southern Illinois. The goal is to 

measure accurately the combined chlorine amount to 

determine the effect that environmental factors such as 

farming or industry are having upon the nitrogen levels 

within tap water. Combined chlorine refers to chlorine 

that has merged with nitrogen upon addition to the 

water thus forming monochloramine, dichloramine, 

and trichloramine. Chlorine is used for the purification 

of water so that water is safe for public use. 

Presenter: Elijah Phillips 

Thesis Mentor: Dr. Feza Ozturk 

Location: PAC 215 

 

#132 Honors Thesis Presentation 

The Existence of Antibiotic Resistant Bacteria in 

Environmental Sources 

Bacteria from a soil source will be analyzed and a 

bacillus species identified to experimentally test its 

initial ability to grow in the presence of ampicillin, a 

commonly used antibiotic. Bacteria determined to be 

resistant will be introduced to increasing levels of 

ampicillin to establish the extent to which bacteria can 

become resistant upon exposure to antibiotics. 

Presenter: Amanda Geiger 

Thesis Mentor: Dr. Robb VanPutte 

Location: PAC 216 

 

 

 

 

#133 Honors Thesis Presentation 

How Does Eye Color Affect Reaction Time? 

This study analyzes whether eye color is correlated with 

reaction time. It uses a computer program to test the 

hypothesis that darker-eyed individuals would have 

faster reaction times than lighter-eyed individuals. 

Presenter: David Junge 

Thesis Mentor: Dr. Adam Tournier 

Location: PAC 217 

 

#134 Effects of a Plant-Based Diet on Anaerobic 

Collegiate Athletes 

This session will provide information about a research 

proposal that students generated in conjunction with 

their research methods capstone course. Presenters will 

provide a rationale for the research, state their specific 

question and hypothesis, and describe the methodology 

to be used and data to be collected, along with a 

proposed analysis. Students will present and discuss 

hypothetical data. 

Presenters: Lucendia Adams, Paige Allan, Brittni 

Futrell, Jordyn Looman 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Robb VanPutte 

Location: PAC 218 

 

#135 Difficult Conversations: Narratives of Hate, 

Race, and Learning Disabilities 

Three original qualitative communication research 

studies will be presented. Thomas Baca will present his 

research exploring how students talk about hate speech 

on campus. Joshua Cobbins will discuss his research on 

the experiences of women of color on college 

campuses. Haley Doersam will discuss her research on 

how students with learning disabilities discuss their 

accommodations with their instructors. 

Presenters: Thomas Baca, Joshua Cobbins, Haley 

Doersam 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Richard Murphy 

Location: PAC 220 

 

#136 Research in Accounting Theory 

Presentations 

In this session, accounting students will present their 

accounting theory capstone projects. Research topics 

include the history of Goodwill, retiree healthcare 

under the Governmental Accounting Standards Board 

and the Financial Accounting Standards Board, not-

for-profit accounting, the history of deferred tax 

accounting, lease accounting, and Last-In-First-Out 

inventory costing.   
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Presenters: Emilee Cornell, Jacob Harris, Marlaina 

Kehrer, Abbi Liske, Reece Metcalf, Scott Wonsil 

Faculty Sponsor: Terese Kasson 

Location: PAC 222 

 

#137 Montage Reading 

During this session, students will provide a reading of 

their original poetry and/or prose from this year’s 

edition of Montage, McKendree’s literary magazine. 

Presenters will read and discuss their work. 

Presenters: Nicole Fung Calleja, Gregory Kassen  

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Jenny Mueller 

Location: Hett Choir Room 

 

#138 Walking History Tour 

Members of the McKendree History Society, Phi Alpha 

Theta, McKendree history classes, and the 

archives/museum will guide a tour around the campus, 

starting and ending outside of Piper Academic Center. 

The tour will last 30 minutes and will inform 

participants about the history of the longest-standing 

collegiate institution in Illinois. Visitors to the museum 

will be able to watch McKendree’s centennial movie. 

Presenters: April Chaney, Kathryn Krouse, Brian 

Larcom, Dewey Pruitt, Justin Smock 

Faculty Sponsor: Debbie Houk 

Location: Front of PAC 

 

#139 Open House at theHub – Welcome and 

Introduction 

Come celebrate the unveiling of theHub, McKendree’s 

most innovative, technology-rich space on campus! 

This facility was inspired, designed, and built through a 

partnership of students, faculty, and staff to promote 

active learning and collaboration, providing students 

with the tools they need to succeed now and into the 

future.  

Participants: Emily Barylske, Riley Beard, Melissa 

Dreisewerd, Sean Fulton, Brady Harmon, Alyssa 

Koston, Erin Laubscher, Kevin Magee, Morgan 

Melchert, Zachary Middendorff, Cole Nordmann, Kyle 

Nordmann, Jared Roulds-Griffin, Kayla Smith, Robert 

Tweed, Robert Watkins, Essence White, Kaitlynn 

Zeisset 

Faculty/Staff Sponsors: Dr. Roxanne Beard, Scott 

Billhartz, Dr. Darren Cross, Dr. James Dennis, Victoria 

Dowling, Daryl Hancock, Keri Hemker, George Kriss, 

Dr. Kian Pokorny 

Location: theHub (below 1828) 

 

#140 Directing Class One-Acts 

Performance of selected one-act plays directed by 

students enrolled in THE 320–Directing. 

Performers: Brett Hanna, Emily Harper, Adam Kaul, 

Lyndellia Mannie, Virginia Parkinson, Loren Terveer  

Faculty Sponsor: Michelle Magnussen 

Location: Eisenmayer 

 

BREAK: 10:30 – 10:40 a.m. 
 

SESSIONS: 10:40 – 11:10 a.m. 
 
#141 Seminar in English Essays 

Students will present their capstone course essays. 

A) “Prospero’s Magic: An Escape from Reality”  

Presenter: Emma Webster 

B) “How Do You Solve a Problem Like Miranda?: The 

Tempest and Margaret Atwood’s Hagseed”  

Presenter: Sophie Jeffery  

C) “Shakespeare’s King Lear and Akira Kurosawa’s 

Ran” 

Presenter: Gregory Kassen 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Nichole DeWall 

Location: PAC 114 

 

#142 McKendree History Timeline Presentation 

The presenters have created a timeline of important 

events in McKendree’s history dating back to when the 

college first opened in 1828, all the way to 2018. 

Presenters: Sidney Bost, Mitchell Kuntz, Connor 

McCormick, Griffin Menkhaus, Haley Middleton, 

Caden Owens, Ashton Pearson, Rebecca Postula, 

Brittany Schmidtke, Madeline Shea, Nikola Uskokovic, 

Charleigh Wagner 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Patrick Folk 

Location: PAC 115 

 

#143 McKendree Debate Team Showcase  

Members of the debate team will present a debate on 

one of the resolutions debated at the 2018 National 

Parliamentary Tournament of Excellence. 

Performers: Alex Baldwin, Mitch Deleel, Adeja 

Powell, Gage Simmons 

Faculty Sponsor: Joseph Blasdel 

Location: PAC 116 
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#144 Contemporary Christian Thought Research 

Papers – Part I 

This session will be the presentation of research papers 

from REL 332–Contemporary Christian Thought. 

Presenters: Matthew Bachman, Erika Brown, Hannah 

Dean  

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Duane Olson 

Location: PAC 117 

 

#145 Addicted to Tech? What About Rec?: Social, 

Spiritual, and Recreational Wellness 

Gamer? Social Media? Fortnight Fanatic? Addicted to 

Likes? This session may be for you. What is the effect 

of tech on you and what options are there to take a 

tech break?  Examine the social, spiritual, and 

recreational dimensions of wellness. 

Presenters: Rebecca McKee, Shannon Melton, 

Lindsey Raker, Gabrielle Weyhrich 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Karan Onstott 

Location: PAC 214  

 
#146 Honors Thesis Presentation 
Environmental Influence on Aggression in 

Zebrafish (Danio rerio) 

Stress and aggression are linked human behaviors that 

can be influenced by the environment. This study 

looked into the effect of environmental manipulation 

on stress-induced aggressive behaviors in zebrafish. 

Presenter: Chloe Thies 

Thesis Mentor: Dr. Angela LaMora 

Location: PAC 215 

 

#147 Honors Thesis Presentation 

Salivary Protein Profiles in Humans: An 

Investigation of Salivary Proteins in Response to 

Olfactory Stimuli 

An analysis of the change of human saliva in total 

protein concentration as well as the change in a specific 

protein, α-Amylase, when humans are subjected to four 

different olfactory stimuli that fall into the categories of 

bitter, sweet, spicy/hot, and sour. 

Presenter: Lucendia Adams 

Thesis Mentor: Dr. Robb VanPutte 

Location: PAC 216 

 

#148 Effects of Dopants (N and P) and Synthesis 

Conditions on the Size and Quantum Yield of 

Carbon Quantum Dots 

Recently, a new type of quantum dots, coined as 

carbon quantum dots (CQDs), has been the focus of 

research in this field. The fluorescence emission color 

of CQDs is tunable due to the variation in band gaps 

based on the size of the quantum dot. After varying 

synthesis conditions to optimize fluorescence intensity, 

CQDs were prepared by doping with nitrogen and 

phosphorous to observe the variation in fluorescence 

wavelength. 

Presenter: Shelby Hall 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Feza Ozturk 

Location: PAC 217 

 

#149 Immunological Effects of the Common Food 

Dye Tartrazine (Yellow #5) on Mus musculus 

(Common House Mouse) 

This session will provide information about a research 

proposal that students generated in conjunction with 

their research methods capstone course. Presenters will 

provide a rationale for the research, state their specific 

question and hypothesis, and describe the methodology 

to be used and data to be collected, along with a 

proposed analysis. Students will present and discuss 

hypothetical data. 

Presenters: Corrina Eversgerd, Ashly Schmitt, Paige 

Stumpf, Shannon Watkins 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Robb VanPutte 

Location: PAC 218 

 

#150 Research on the College Experience: 

Sororities, Stress, and Netflix Binging 

Three original qualitative communication research 

studies will be presented. Isabela Scaturro will present 

her work on how female students make sense of their 

stresses in college. Erin Fleshren will discuss her 

research on how sorority sisters communicate about 

the stereotypes and common misconceptions about 

Greek life. Finally, Jordan Gintz will cover her study on 

Netflix binging, specifically looking at how college 

students describe their binging experiences. 

Presenters: Erin Fleshren, Jordan Gintz, Isabela 

Scaturro 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Richard Murphy 

Location: PAC 220 

 

#151 Let’s Get Physical: The Making of a 

5K/10K Fundraising Event 

This presentation will give an inside look at how SPM 

376–Sport Facilities and Event Management created 

and executed the Spin Master’s Let’s Get Physical 

5K/10K 1980’s run/walk. 
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Presenters: Jason Beilke, Lewis Brown, Shane 

Campbell, Taron Cocke, Christian DiBerardino, Maico 

Egbers, Hailea Hadsall, Chase Haselhorst, Victoria 

Lindsay, Jordan Osborne, Gianni Otto, Kenneth 

Pleimann III, Nathaniel Powell, Jeffrey Wetzler, Jacob 

Young 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Elisabeth Erickson 

Location: PAC 222 

 

#152 Open House Activities at theHub 

theHub will be open for visitors. Explore Virtual 

Reality (VR), 3D printing, and more! 

Participants: Emily Barylske, Riley Beard, Melissa 

Dreisewerd, Sean Fulton, Brady Harmon, Alyssa 

Koston, Erin Laubscher, Kevin Magee, Morgan 

Melchert, Zachary Middendorff, Cole Nordmann, Kyle 

Nordmann, Jared Roulds-Griffin, Kayla Smith, Robert 

Tweed, Robert Watkins, Essence White, Kaitlynn 

Zeisset 

Faculty/Staff Sponsors: Dr. Roxanne Beard, Scott 

Billhartz, Dr. Darren Cross, Dr. James Dennis, Victoria 

Dowling, Daryl Hancock, Keri Hemker, George Kriss, 

Dr. Kian Pokorny 

Location: theHub (below 1828) 

 

BREAK: 11:10 – 11:20 a.m. 
 

SESSIONS: 11:20 – 11:50 a.m. 
 

#153 Honors Thesis Presentation 

Incarcerated Parents’ Effect on Childhood 

Delinquency 

The thesis analyzes the effects of parental incarceration 

on childhood delinquency based on data collected 

during the 2001 Kentucky Youth Survey. Drug use, 

legal troubles, and mental health of school-aged 

children were observed and explained by Agnew’s 

Strain Theory. 

Presenter: Samantha Kassen 

Thesis Mentor: Dr. Neil Quisenberry 

Location: PAC 114 

 

#154 A SIMULATED Crisis at Ames 

In this SIMULATED crisis response, students enrolled 

in PRS 430–Crisis and Conflict will hold a staged press 

conference in response to a simulated E. Coli 

contamination in the food at Ames, McKendree’s main 

dining facility. Three students will conduct the press 

conference while their peers serve as concerned 

citizens, reporters, and other  

McKendree community stake-holders. 

Presenters: Grace Alexander, Shaquille Armstong, 

Merisa Ashbaugh, Haylee Christ, Joshua Cobbins, 

Antoine Cozart, Kathleen Craven, Alec Deyong, 

Christopher Fernandez, Rebecca Moss, Zachary 

Schienschang, Jacob Stehlik, Kaleea Washington 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Richard Murphy 

Location: PAC 115 

 

#155 McKendree Speech Team Showcase – Part I 

Members of the speech team will perform events that 

qualified for the National Forensics Championship 

Tournament. 

Performers: Aliyah Smith, Andrew Wagner, Emma 

Webster 

Faculty Sponsor: Joseph Blasdel 

Location: PAC 116 

 

#156 Contemporary Christian Thought Research 

Papers – Part II 

This session will be the presentation of research papers 

from REL 332–Contemporary Christian Thought. 

Presenters: Darian Dewees, Kaitlyn Hutchison, Sarah 

McKay 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Duane Olson 

Location: PAC 117 

 

#157 Women, Work, Issues, and Solutions: 

Occupational and Physical Wellness 

This session will examine the latest data on women in 

the workplace and challenges they encounter. We will 

provide some potential ways in which to better deal 

with. We will focus on the occupational and physical 

dimensions of wellness. 

Presenters: Jessica Mellott, Brooke Reely, Sarah Wille 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Karan Onstott 

Location: PAC  214 

 
#158 Honors Thesis Presentation 

Aromatherapy for Stress Relief in College Students 

Shown Through Galvanic Skin Response 

The high stress environment within college can become 

detrimental to student performance. Aromatherapy can 

reduce stress by activating neurotransmitters that 

control the body’s limbic system. This study’s purpose 

is to quantify stress by using Galvanic Skin Response 

(GSR) to examine the influence of aromatherapy. 

Presenter: Ashly Schmitt 
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Thesis Mentor: Dr. Angela LaMora 

Location: PAC 215 

 
#159 Honors Thesis Presentation 

Socioeconomic Status and Academic Resilience 

This paper examines various aspects of resilience in 
college students and conducts survey research to test 
the hypothesis that resilience decreases as 
socioeconomic status decreases. 
Presenter: Jessica Lirios 

Thesis Mentor: Dr. Guy Boysen 

Location: PAC 216 

 

#160 Honors Thesis Presentation 

Benefits of the Arts in Education 

The value of arts classes (visual art, performing art, and 

literary art) in elementary and secondary education is 

often overlooked. Through the arts, students learn a 

variety of skills, such as creative thinking and problem 

solving, that help students excel in other subjects of 

study. The benefits of teaching students the arts are 

extraordinary, making the value of arts classes 

something that should be embraced. 

Presenter: Mackenzie Munie 

Thesis Mentor: Amy MacLennan 

Location: PAC 217 

 

#161 Cerebrospinal Fluid (CSF) Anti-A Beta 

Autoantibody Levels as a Biomarker for 

Alzheimer’s Disease 

This session will provide information about a research 

proposal that students generated in conjunction with 

their research methods capstone course. Presenters will 

provide a rationale for the research, state their specific 

question and hypothesis, and describe the methodology 

to be used and data to be collected, along with a 

proposed analysis. Students will present and discuss 

hypothetical data. 

Presenters: David Junge, Matthew Roberts, Gage 

Simmons, Stephanie Spradling 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Robb VanPutte 

Location: PAC 218 

 

#162 The Effect of Bisphenol-A (BPA) on Sperm 

Function and Morphology in Tursiops aduncus 

(Common Bottlenose Dolphin) 

This session will provide information about a research 

proposal that students generated in conjunction with 

their research methods capstone course. Presenters will 

provide a rationale for the research, state their specific 

question and hypothesis, and describe the methodology 

to be used and data to be collected, along with a 

proposed analysis. Students will present and discuss 

hypothetical data. 

Presenters: Tenor Barker, Alyssa Gonzalez, Cecily 

May, Shauniera Wilson 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Robb VanPutte 

Location: PAC 220 

 

#163 The Psychology of Social Media: Trends, 

Social Norms, and Persuasion 

The social psychology class studied the history and 

social norms of Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 

Snapchat, YouTube, MySpace, Tinder, LinkedIn, 

Bumble, Vine, Periscope, Pinterest, and Reddit. The 

class initiated a participant observer social media study 

and attempted to create a social media 

trend. #IflipforMcKendree 

Presenters: Mackenzie Auten, Naeelah Chism, 

Elizabeth Cochran, Baily Craig, Alexis Druse, Kaylee 

Gilbert, Roxi Kropveld, Emily Kvorka, Morgan 

Melchert, Shannon Melton, Jordan Morton, Jace 

Mossor, Paige Nunn, Cassandra Powell, Nadia 

Studnicka, Hannah Zickefoose 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Tami Eggleston 

Location: PAC 222 

 

#164 Chamber Choir Spring Concert Dress 

Rehearsal 

This session will be a dress rehearsal in which the 

Chamber Choir will perform music they will be singing 

on Friday, April 27, at 7:30 p.m. in the Spring Choral 

Concert. The  program will include madrigals, folks-

song, and contemporary choral selections. 

Singers: Dante’ Anglin, Grant Benham, Peyton Brase, 

Erika Brown, Tabitha Coburn, Drew Hampton, Brett 

Hanna, Haleigh Stevenson 

Faculty sponsors: Dr. Nancy Ypma, Melissa Ray 

Location: Hett Choir Room 

 

#165 Walking History Tour 

Members of the McKendree History Society, Phi Alpha 

Theta, McKendree history classes, and the 

archives/museum will guide a tour around the campus, 

starting and ending outside of Piper Academic Center. 

The tour will last 30 minutes and will inform 

participants about the history of the longest-standing 

collegiate institution in Illinois. Visitors to the museum 

will be able to watch McKendree’s centennial movie. 
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Presenters: April Chaney, Kathryn Krouse, Brian 

Larcom, Dewey Pruitt, Justin Smock 

Faculty Sponsor: Debbie Houk 

Location: Front of PAC 

 

#166 Open House Activities at theHub 

theHub will be open for visitors. Explore Virtual 

Reality (VR), 3D printing, and more! 

Participants: Emily Barylske, Riley Beard, Melissa 

Dreisewerd, Sean Fulton, Brady Harmon, Alyssa 

Koston, Erin Laubscher, Kevin Magee, Morgan 

Melchert, Zachary Middendorff, Cole Nordmann, Kyle 

Nordmann, Jared Roulds-Griffin, Kayla Smith, Robert 

Tweed, Robert Watkins, Essence White, Kaitlynn 

Zeisset 

Faculty/Staff Sponsors: Dr. Roxanne Beard, Scott 

Billhartz, Dr. Darren Cross, Dr. James Dennis, Victoria 

Dowling, Daryl Hancock, Keri Hemker, George Kriss, 

Dr. Kian Pokorny 

Location: theHub (below 1828) 

 

BREAK: 11:50 a.m. – 12:00 

p.m. 
 

SESSIONS: 12:00 – 12:30 p.m. 
 

#167 Art Before We Depart: Senior Art Exhibitions 

This session will showcase the work created by the 

seniors in ART 499–Senior Studio II. Students will 

explain their process and ideas about the work they 

have created.  

Presenters: Garrett Kellam, Brian Lyman, Benjamin 

Richter 

Faculty Sponsors: Kevin Kao, Amy MacLennan 

Location: PAC 114  

 

#168 MKT 410–Marketing Research Presentations 

This session will provide each student’s marketing 

research (e.g., literature review, data analysis, result, and 

implications). The presenters have different 

subjects/topics and will explain the objective and 

procedures of the research.    

Presenters: Abby Poelker, Alexis Porter, Peyton 

Renken, Brittni Snyder, Emily Stanowski 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Yun-Hee Kim 

Location: PAC 115 

 

 

#169 McKendree Speech Team Showcase – Part II 

Members of the speech team will perform events that 

qualified for the National Forensics Championship 

Tournament. 

Performers: Grace Alexander, Katie Maag, Isabela 

Scaturro 

Faculty Sponsor: Joseph Blasdel 

Location: PAC 116 

 

#170 Exercise Science and Sports Performance 

and Athletic Training Presentations 

This session’s presenters represent two different 

majors: 1) exercise science and sports performance and 

2) athletic training. They will discuss two different 

experiences that they chose to complete in order to 

increase their knowledge and apply what they have 

learned.  

A) Can Power Yoga Improve Mental Focus and 

Physical Performance and Decrease Stress in 

Division II NCAA Softball Players? 

Presenter: Brooke Gajewski 

B) Working with a Semi-Professional Baseball 

Team: A View Through the Eyes of an Athletic 

Training Student 

Presenter: Kathy Bradley 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Dawn Hankins 

Location: PAC 117 

 

#171 Early Assessment and Resource Provision for 

the Pregnant Substance Abuser 

This presentation addresses the growing epidemic of 

substance abuse in pregnancy. The presenter will 

present early risk assessment and intervention as a way 

to promote improved pregnancy outcomes. Resources 

available to the target population will be discussed. 

Presenter: Donna Stephens 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Helene Seibert 

Location: PAC 214 

 

#172 Prophecy of Bonhoeffer and the “Nones” 

This presentation is about a research paper presented at 

the Midwest American Academy of Religion annual 

conference in 2018. The paper is about Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer and his idea of Religionless Christianity. 

The main question of the paper is, “What exactly is 

Religionless Christianity and how does it apply to the 

contemporary society?” 

Presenter: Matthew Bachman 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Duane Olson 

Location: PAC 215 



18 
 

#173 Comparative Study of Alkaloids and 

Antioxidants in Tinospora cordifolia and Withania 

somnifera 

This session will discuss the research process in 

chemistry and results obtained in the study of alkaloids 

and antioxidant activities in the aforementioned herbal 

plants.   

Presenter: Himani Patel 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Feza Ozturk 

Location: PAC 217 

 

#174 Can You Eat Yourself Happy?: A Look into 

Gut Health and the Treatment of Depression and 

Anxiety 

This session will provide information about a research 

proposal that students generated in conjunction with 

their research methods capstone course. Presenters will 

provide a rationale for the research, state their specific 

question and hypothesis, and describe the methodology 

to be used and data to be collected, along with a 

proposed analysis. Students will present and discuss 

hypothetical data. 

Presenters: Teri Cocke, Stephanie Dale, Amanda 

Geiger, Damian Reed 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Robb VanPutte 

Location: PAC 218 

 

#175 Are Epigenetic Marks Heritable?: Testing the 

Effect of Physical Activity on the Degree of 

Epigenetic Marks on DNA 

This session will provide information about a research 

proposal that students generated in conjunction with 

their research methods capstone course. Presenters will 

provide a rationale for the research, state their specific 

question and hypothesis, and describe the methodology 

to be used and data to be collected, along with a 

proposed analysis. Students will present and discuss 

hypothetical data. 

Presenters: Logan Buckner, Christina Hill, Chloe 

Thies, Emily Thompson 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Robb VanPutte 

Location: PAC 220 

 

#176 Learning Through Service with the Lyn 

Huxford Center for Community Service 

In this presentation, students will share thoughts about 

their service experiences through the Lyn Huxford 

Center for Community Service. Through the 

Community Scholars and Fellows Program, students 

have served as leaders in service and will present on the 

projects they have coordinated and undertaken as 

scholarship recipients. 

Presenters: Shaquille Armstrong, Natalie Bossler, 

Joshua Donovan, Hailea Hadsall, Joshua Hughlett, 

Cecily May, Bailey Rhoades, Teagan Schwab, Jacob 

Stehlik 

Staff Mentor: Colleen Smyth 

Location: PAC 222 

 

#177 How to Adult 

This TED talk style session will provide a fresh 

perspective on learning how to be an adult. Discussion 

will be about what is not necessarily learned in schools, 

but what the presenter found vastly important in 

growing up. 

Presenter: Jonathan Crawford 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Julie Tonsing-Meyer 

Location: theHub (below 1828) 

 

LUNCH ON YOUR OWN: 

12:30 – 1:00 p.m. 
 

HONORS CONVOCATION: 

1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
The Hettenhausen Center for the Arts 

All are invited to attend! 

Reception immediately after ceremony. 
 

4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
 

#178 Phi Eta Sigma and Phi Kappa Phi Honor 

Society Inductions 

Phi Eta Sigma  

(First-year Students – All Disciplines) 

Faculty/Staff Sponsors: Dr. Ann Collins, Jennifer 

Miller 

Phi Kappa Phi  

(Junior and Senior Students – All Disciplines) 

Faculty/Staff Sponsors:  Lori Kuper, Dr. Richelle 

Rennegarbe 

Location:  The Hett 

A reception for Phi Eta Sigma and Phi Kappa Phi will 

be held in The Hett lobby following the ceremonies. 
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#179 All-student Art Exhibition 

This show is an exhibition of student work created in 

studio classes at McKendree University during the 

Spring 2018 semester. Students select their best work 

and prepare it for professional display in the 

McKendree University Gallery of Art. The exhibit 

showcases the work of art majors as well as the work of 

students enrolled in fine arts general education studio 

courses. The gallery will be open from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

Presenters: Darla Allen, Vivian Amaro, Roderick 

Anderson, Angela Anzalone, Shaquille Armstrong, 

Elexis Baltimore, Brianna Bogdan, Murella Bosse, 

Haegen Boyer, Cory Brinkmann, Tori Brooksher, Brian 

Christianson, Shakayla Clark, Nicole Dentzman, Darian 

Dewees, Zahrah Dinkins, Melissa Dreisewerd, Alaina 

Frankford, Elizabeth Graham, Michael Hamilton, 

Dea’veon Harden-Smith, K’taria Haynes, Jillian 

Hoffman, Tyler Homann, Desiree Ingram, Mackenzie 

Jennings, Zachary Keithley, Garrett Kellam, Jaycee 

Kusko, Alli Liske, Brian Lyman, Katie Maag, Megan 

Molinari, Joshua Muckensturm, Anthony Murat, 

Brandie Neuner, Gregory Ortiz, Bryce Paszkiewicz, 

Alexis Patch, Glen Patton, Eunique Rice, Benjamin 

Richter, Alexandra Ross, Allison Sauvola, Brendan 

Schmidt, Kylee Silliman, Aliyah Smith, McKenzie 

Smith, Jacob Stevenson, Chloe Teufert, Alexandra 

Tinnin, Carley Uchtman, Mya Watson-Blake, Olivia 

White, Michael Wolke, Allison Woodhouse 

Faculty Sponsors: Kevin Kao, Amy MacLennan  

Location: McKendree Gallery of Art, 224 St. Louis 

Street 

 

#180 Senior Project in Theatre: Co-Directing 

Zombie Prom at Lebanon High School 

This session will highlight the work done on the 

musical Zombie Prom put on by the Lebanon High 

School Drama Club. Brett Hanna, senior musical 

theatre major, co-directed the production with Ms. 

Diana Lynn, the district band teacher. 

Presenter: Brett Hanna 
Faculty Sponsor: Michelle Magnussen 

Location: McKendree Gallery of Art, 224 St. Louis 

Street 

 

#181 Advanced Play Production Projects 

This session will feature costume, lighting, or set 

construction projects students completed for the 

theatre production of The Importance of Being Earnest.   
Presenters: Emily Harper, Adam Kaul, Molly Reitano, 

Connor Vosholler 

Faculty Sponsor: Michelle Magnussen 

Location: McKendree Gallery of Art, 224 St. Louis 

Street 

 

#182 Brass Quintet 

Musicians: Christina Brown, Justin Flanigan, Morgan 

Hall, Gabbie Mitchell, Mat Skurat 

Faculty Sponsor: Cara Kizer 

Location: McKendree Gallery of Art, 224 St. Louis 

Street 

 

#183 Clarinet Quartet 

Musicians: Beth Mesnard, Andrew Rist, Taylor 

Thulon, Brock Wilkinson 

Faculty Sponsor: Mary Nan Jordan 

Location: McKendree Gallery of Art, 224 St. Louis 

Street  

 

#184 Flute Quartet 

Musicians: Hope Connelly, Kara Grafton, Holly 

Kainz, Kamaryn Sargent 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Jennifer Gartley 

Location: McKendree Gallery of Art, 224 St. Louis 

Street 

 

#185 Saxophone Quartet 

Musicians: Michael Holtgrave, Cameron Nollman, 

Travon Prude, Chyann Taylor 

Faculty Sponsor: Ryan Janus 

Location: McKendree Gallery of Art, 224 St. Louis 

Street 

 

6:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
 

#186 Psi Chi and Pi Gamma Mu Honor Society 

Inductions 

(Psychology and Social Sciences) 

Faculty Sponsors: Dr. Guy Boysen, Dr. J.L. Kemp, 

Dr. Gerald McDonnell 

Location: Bothwell Chapel 

 

#187 Pi Mu Epsilon Honor Society Induction 

(Mathematics) 

Faculty Sponsors: Dr. Alan Alewine, Dr. Heather 

Dye, Dr. Dennis Ryan 

Location: PAC 218 
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#188 Pi Sigma Alpha Honor Society Induction 

(Political Science) 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Ann Collins 

Location: PAC 220 

 

#189 Sigma Zeta Honor Society Induction 

(Science and Mathematics)  

Student Officers: Lucendia Adams, Paige Allan, 

Logan Buckner, Chloe Thies  

Faculty Sponsors: Dr. Michele Schutzenhofer, Dr. 

Robb VanPutte 

Location: PAC 222 

 

#190 Upsilon Pi Epsilon Honor Society Induction 

(Computing and Information Disciplines) 

Student Officers: Zachary Middendorff, Brady Rose, 

Gregory Self 

Faculty Sponsor: Sameer Dutta 

Location: OLM 302 

 

#191 Sigma Tau Delta Honor Society Induction 

(English) 

Student Officers: Elexis Baltimore, Sophie Jeffery 

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Martha Patterson 

Location: Victorian House, 301 Stanton Street 

 

#192 Iota Tau Alpha Honor Society Induction 

(Athletic Training) 

Student Officers: Cheyenne Autry, Haley Campbell, 

Nolan Rueter 

Faculty Sponsors: Dr. Dawn Hankins, Katy Gayford 

Location: Bearcat Hall, 225 Monroe Street 

 

#193 Alpha Kappa Delta Honor Society Induction 

(Sociology) 

Student Officers: Mia Fore, Christian Schmidt 

Faculty Sponsors: Dr. Melissa Barfield, Dr. Neil 

Quisenberry 

Location: Circuit Riders 

 

7:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
 
#194 McKendree Dance Ensemble Performance 

Our concert consists of three faculty pieces by 

Elizabeth Conway, a guest artist piece choreographed 

by local professional Robert Poe of The Big Muddy 

Dance Company, and 12 student-choreographed pieces 

that make for a truly diverse evening. The McKendree 

Dance Ensemble will finish its Spring 2018 semester 

with a fun tango/Broadway/Latin medley for its finale 

piece.  

Dancers: Ifeolu Adeoye, Adayshia Avant, Bryce 

Bambic, Peyton Brase, Achaia Carr, Leah Cummins, 

Nicole Dentzman, Alexis Druse, Aron Durant, Brett 

Hanna, Lyndellia Mannie, Andrea Mellenthin, Lori 

Mueller, Michelle Peetz, Adeja Powell, Brittany 

Schmidtke, Katera Smith, Ileanisse Soto, Stephanie 

Spradling, Chloe Thies, Lisa Wilson 

Faculty Sponsor: Elizabeth Conway 

Location: The Hett  

 

8:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
 
#195 Tau Sigma Honor Society Induction 

(Transfer Students) 

Staff Sponsors: Dr. Melissa Meeker, Jennifer Miller 

Location: Bothwell Chapel 
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Dr. Nichole DeWall 

Dr. Tami Eggleston 

Jennifer Pickerell 

Emily Thompson 
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Special thanks to: 
 

Tom Jensen and Shawn Connelly for setting up facilities; 

Doug Magnussen and Peter Palermo for hosting events in The Hett; 

George Kriss and the Information Technology staff for supporting technical needs; 

Chandler Morley and the Sodexo staff for providing wonderful food; 

Matt Seniour for helping with the program; 

Mike Embrich for supporting our social media campaign; 

and all of the presenters, sponsors, volunteers, and guests for participating! 
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