


LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR  
 
 

Dear Students: 

 

My name is Craig Robertson, Director of Campus Activities and I am thrilled with your decision to make 

McKendree University your choice for your collegiate education!  As you begin your transition as a college 

student, it is my hope that New Student Orientation serves as a successful guide for you.   

 

As a new student at McKendree University, you are about to embark on a journey that features unlimited 

capabilities for intellectual, creative and cultural enrichment.  I invite you to capitalize on every opportunity to 

contribute to a vibrant campus community that takes pride in its diverse student population. 

 

Our staff has planned a great program for New Student Orientation that will be fun and entertaining, educational 

and challenging, but overall a beginning to what will be life at McKendree University.  In this booklet, you will 

find a number of resources that will be helpful for you as you prepare for New Student Orientation.  In addition 

to this hard copy, a .pdf version of this booklet is available online at our website, www.mckendree.edu/orientation.  Be sure to keep your printed copy 

with you during NSO.  

 

As you go through the booklet, you will see that there are events planned for both students and family members.  Events for family members are 

optional, but we do encourage them to participate as much as possible, to become more acquainted with McKendree University and other family 

members.  A number of our students that are fall sport athletes will be on campus prior to New Student Orientation, and we realize that your family 

members may not return for NSO.  Please feel free to contact us or other departments with any questions that you may have. 

 

Check-in for resident students will take place between 7:30am and 9:30am in the Quad, west of the fountain, underneath the McKendree tent.  

Commuter students will check in between 9:30am and 10:30am in the Quad, west of the fountain, underneath the McKendree tent.  In the event of 

rain on Friday, check-in will be held in The Lair.  You will be receiving essential information (plus a few freebies!) from us at NSO check-in, so 

please make sure you stop by.  

 

I look forward to your arrival in August!  Should you have questions about NSO, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Craig Robertson 

Director of Orientation 

Director of Campus Activities  
Director of New Student Orientation 

http://www.mckendree.edu/orientation


 

LETTER FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT AFFAIRS 
 

 

 

 

Welcome Class of 2014! 

 

After meeting many of you during first year registration, I have been very excited for your arrival 

on campus!  During New Student Orientation, you will be meeting faculty, staff, and fellow 

classmates.  You will begin to develop friendships that will last a lifetime! 

 

At McKendree, we provide a high quality educational experience to outstanding students.   We 

promote responsible citizenship, community engagement, academic excellence, and lifelong 

learning.  Over the next few years, you will be challenged with curricular and co-curricular 

opportunities which will prepare you to become future leaders in education, government, business, 

and in the community.  In addition, McKendree University has many resources and services to 

assist you throughout your college years.    I sincerely hope that you will utilize all that McKendree 

has to offer and you will make the most of your college experience.   

 

On behalf of McKendree University and the Office of Student Affairs, I welcome you to our community. Best wishes to all of 

you in the months and years ahead. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Joni Bastian 

Vice President for Student Affairs 

 



 

LETTER FROM THE COORDINA TOR 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Incoming Bearcats! 

 

My name is Natalie Jennings, 2010 New Student Orientation Coordinator. As a senior, I know from 

personal experience both sides of NSO and how important it can be. I am delighted that you will be 

joining us in August for all of the fun events we have planned!  

 

New Student Orientation, NSO for short, consists of three fun-filled days in which you will be 

spending A LOT of time with all of your new peers! You will be creating new friendships and 

learning all of the ñinsò and ñoutsò of your new university. When you arrive, you will be assigned a 

group leader who, like us, is an upperclassman here at McK! They are just as excited as you about NSO and are looking forward 

to help ease you into the university setting. This same leader will be with you throughout the orientation process and will 

support and encourage you along the way. Your Orientation Group Leader will also continue with you as your peer mentor 

throughout your University 101 class. This gives you both a McKendree faculty/staff and an experienced student to come to 

throughout the year. Overall, NSO is an experience that you certainly wonôt forget. You will make memories ï and friends to 

last a lifetime.  

 

Enjoy the rest of your summer! See you in August! 

 

 

 

Natalie Jennings 

2010 NSO Coordinator 

McKendree University 

 

P.S. Feel free to contact me with any questions you may have! J 

 

ncjennings@mckendree.edu



 

 



 

SURVIVING AT NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION  

  
You are not alone.  

Everyone is nervous when they begin college, but be yourself and you will 

settle in before you know it. New Student Orientation is the best place for 

you to start meeting people, so donôt miss the opportunity! 

Get to know your Orientation Group L eaders. 
Your team leaders are a great source of information. Theyôre friendly, 

energetic, caring, and remember what it is like to be a new student in 

college. 

Go to all Orientation Activities. 
New Student Orientation events are mandatory and attendance will be taken.  

Orientation counts as part of your UNI 101 class grade.  Every Orientation 

activity has a specific purpose based on years of success. The more you do, the 

more people you meet, and the easier your transition will be. From group 

meetings to social events, donôt cheat yourself out of the fun! 

Leave your cell phone in your room. 
As a courtesy to Orientation Group Leaders, Orientation Session Faculty 

and Staff Presenters, and Professional Speakers, we ask that cell phones are 

not brought with you to scheduled Orientation events.  If you accidentally 

bring your phone to a session, please make sure that it is turned off.   

Know where schedule updates are! 

Talk to your  group leader to see if there are any schedule 

changes.  Updates will also be posted on the bulletin board in 

Ames, and at the Registration Tent in the Quad. 

Broaden your horizons. 
If you live in a residence hall, you will become great friends with the people on 

your floor, but donôt limit yourself. Make friends with people who are different 

than you ï be open to their ideas and respect your differences.  If you are a 

commuter student, find the places where commuter students hang out on 

campus.  Donôt just come to campus for classes ï there is plenty going on! 

College really is harder than high school. 
You may not believe it yet, but they werenôt kidding. Everyone gets a bad grade 

every once and a while, but donôt make a habit out of it. Keep up with your 

workload and manage your time. Academics and activities are important, but 

donôt forget to block off some time for you to relax too! 

Bring your  plastic. 
You need to carry your McKendree ID card everywhere, for your meals and to 

check out equipment in areas like the Lair or the Intramural Gym.  

McKendree University will be your second home. 
Life in a residence hall is different than home. Communication and compromise 

are the keys to living with a roommate. Whether youôve been friends for years 

or just met, living together takes work. Also, donôt forget, checking in at home 

with a simple phone call is always appreciated and shouldnôt be just when you 

need something. 



 

MEET YOUR ORIENTATION GROUP LEADERS/UNIVERSITY 101 PEER MENTORS  
 

Your New Student Orientation group number, leader, and Thursday, August 19 meeting room (1:30pm, 2:30pm, or 3:30pm time) is listed below.  Your 

group number was emailed to you in August.  You will  also find your group number in your NSO Registration packet on your nametag.  Please note:  

Your meeting room for Thursday is not your normally scheduled classroom for the U101 Class.  Please consult your academic schedule for the U101  

 

BUILDING CODES:  (PAC) = Piper Academic Center; (OLM) = Old Main;  

 

 
 

Group 1 

Lora Blackwell 
Thursday, 2:30pm (OLM 201) 

 
 

Group 2 

Kayla Fowler 
Thursday, 2:30pm (OLM 202) 

 
 

Group 3 

Heather Attaway 
Thursday, 2:30pm (OLM 203) 

 
 

Group 4 

Matt Lanctot  
Thursday, 2:30pm (OLM 204) 

 
 

Group 5 

Sarah Adams 
Thursday, 2:30pm (OLM 301) 

 
 

Group 6 

Alyssa Spano 
Thursday, 2:30pm (OLM 302) 

 
 

Group 7 

Courtney Motl  
Thursday, 2:30pm (PAC116) 

 
 

Group 8 

Airika Tyler  
Thursday, 2:30pm (PAC 118) 

 
 

Group 9 

Melissa Funk 
Thursday, 3:30pm (OLM 201) 

 
 

Group 10 

Susy Monteith 
Thursday, 3:30pm (PAC116) 


