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McKendree University Preview of Champions 

COMPETITION INFORMATION  

 

The McKendree University Department of Music welcomes you to the 2009 Preview of Champions. Thank you for attending 

today’s competition. We hope you have a great visit to campus today; please let us know if there is anything that you need 

throughout the day.       

 

Directions to McKendree University 
Enclosed please find directions to the stadium. DO NOT USE MAPQUEST or GOOGLE DIRECTIONS DUE TO THE 

LEBANON FALL FESTIVAL.  THE MAPQUEST/GOOGLE ROUTE WILL BE BLOCKED THAT DAY!  Look for the 

McKendree Band representatives to guide you to your parking area. 
 

Admission Prices: 

$6 – General Admission 

*Children under 6 are free 
 

Programs and Airgrams 

Will be sold in the stadium during the show for $2 each. 
 

50/50 

Will be sold in the stadium during the show. 
    

Concessions 

Concessions will be available in the stadium during the show.  Prices will be reasonable.  100% of proceeds will benefit the 

McKendree University Music In Our Schools programs.  Please encourage your students and parents to help us support music 

education in the region through your patronage.  Because the concession revenue is essentially the only revenue which McKendree 

University Bands receives on the day we prefer that you not plan on bringing or ordering food from outside sources. NO grills of any 

kind are permitted on McKendree University property. 
 

There will be one main concession stand selling all items (hot food, packaged items, and drinks) as well as two “Quick Stop” 

concession stands selling packaged items and drinks only.  
 

Blue Sky Creamery Ice Cream will also be on hand to sell ice cream for the day. You may also enter to win one of 12 pints of Blue 

Sky Creamery Ice Cream at their booth. 
 

Medical / Emergency Services 

MedStar Ambulance Service will be providing emergency services at Preview of Champions.  The ambulance will be located in the 

parking lot near the band entrance gate. 
 

Restrooms 

Restrooms will be available for your students to use upon arrival.  Please check in at registration for directions to the restrooms. 
 

Marble Music – Instrument Repair 

Will be on hand near the main concessions area to provide minor repairs to instruments throughout the show. 
 

Spectator Parking 

Is VERY limited. All fans should attempt to car pool if possible. Parking is available in any lot that is not reserved for truck/bus 

parking. Parking is also permitted on side streets if available. Handicapped individuals are able to be dropped off and picked up at the 

entrance to the stadium. 
 

EXHIBIT AREA 
 

Music @ McKendree  

Information about scholarships and McKendree University will be available at the Music @ McKendree booth. Tours of the campus 

are also available from this booth. Tours will leave at the beginning of each break and last approximately 30 minutes. 
 

Marching Bearcat Band Shoppe 

Will be selling McKendree University Marching Bearcat Band items such as t-shirts, hats, blankets, and more. 
 

Design Concepts 

Will be selling a variety of fun band related items. 
 

United States Air Force Band of Mid-America 

Will be on hand with information about joining the USAF and the Band of Mid-America. 
 

Freedom Percussion 

Will be on hand with information about auditions for the newly formed world class independent winter drumline. 
 

 

 
 



Competition Etiquette  

Adapted from the Naperville North High School Marching Band (www.nnhsmusic.org) 

 

Be a Good Audience for Marching Band Competitions 

A Marching Band competition is not quite a concert, and it’s not quite a sporting event. There are some 

elements of each which are encouraged, while others are discouraged. Some schools bring a whole cheering 

section of fans, while others have only their Pit Crew to cheer the band on. Many parents (especially those new 

to the activity) are unsure as to when it is appropriate to cheer or applaud. Below are some tips to help you 

become contributors to a performance, without being a distraction.  

If you’ve never attended a marching band competition, you’ll be surprised and amazed at how quiet and 

attentive most people are during performances. This is very different from football games where the halftime 

performance is just background noise for peoples’ conversations. For this reason alone, you should try to get to 

as many competitions as possible. Bands add and perfect things all the time, and many of the nuances are lost at 

the ball games.  

The best marching band fans are those who cheer for every band. Sure, you’re going to cheer loudest for your 

band, but every band is out there to entertain or move the audience in some way. They all deserve your 

applause, and every band should get a standing ovation at the end (which also gives you a chance to stretch 

every fifteen minutes. Those bleachers are hard!). Here are some basic Dos and Don’ts:  

Do get to the show early to get a good seat. Sit as high and centered in the bleachers as possible, so you can get 

the full effect. Try to sit with other parents from your school, so you can feed off each others’ energy. 

Don’t have one or two over-zealous parents try to save a whole section of bleachers for just your fans. Seating 

is generally first-come, first-served.  

Do wear your school colors proudly! 

Don’t wave pompons or pennants, or hold up big banners or signs! This only serves to distract the performers 

and obstruct the view of other audience members.  

Do share and converse with those around you (even those from other schools) between bands. 

Don’t talk during ANY band’s performance! And, don’t try to get up or down the bleachers during 

performances. This is essentially a concert. There are people around you that want to hear every note and see 

every effect. Save your comments for between bands, and pick one band to miss as you get a hot dog or use the 

restroom.  

Do find the positives in each band’s performance, and applaud their efforts. 

Don’t make negative comments while within ear-shot of other audience members. If you must point out flaws, 

wait until the drive home!  

Do watch everything that’s going on in each band’s program. 

Don’t just zero in on your own teenager for the entire show. You’ll miss a lot!  

Do applaud often. It’s not like a concert, where you wait until the end to applaud. It’s appropriate to applaud for 

stirring musical moments, cool visual effects, soloists, or anything else that strikes your fancy! Even the 

occasional “Yeah!” or “Woo!” is great, where appropriate. 

Don’t shout out during the soft, pretty sections or silences. Tell Timmy how much you love him on the way 

home, not while he’s trying to stand at attention! And leave the cow bells and air horns at home!!!  

http://www.nnhsmusic.org/


Do concentrate on what is going well in each band’s performance. 

Don’t react vocally with an “Oh!” when something goes wrong. Especially in the early shows, rifles will be 

dropped, kids will slip and fall, etc. You’re not making them feel better about it by reacting negatively.  

Do applaud each band’s placement at the awards ceremony (whether you liked their show or not).  

Don’t boo or otherwise comment negatively on anyone’s placement. Don’t cheer or otherwise react when 

another band places lower than expected. Wait until our band is actually announced, and then cheer your head 

off! Don’t get up to leave until all awards have been announced (even if you are unhappy with the results).  

Do take your gloves off to applaud at cold-weather shows. 

Don’t try to applaud while wearing woolen mittens. Nobody will hear it.  

Do trust that the adjudicators are professionals who are doing the best they can, to judge what is ultimately a 

very subjective activity. On any given Saturday, with any given judging panel, anything can happen. 

Don’t for a moment think that anything is “rigged” or that there are “hometown favorites”. Bands that seem to 

“win all the time” do so for a reason: they’re really good, and they’re really consistent.  

Finally, DO have fun! We are happy to have you on campus at McKendree University and hope that you have a 

great experience. Please let us know if there is anything we can do to help make you feel more at home! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

For more information about scholarship opportunities at McKendree University, please visit the  

Music @ McKendree booth in the exhibit area next to the main concession stand. You may also visit our 

website to learn more at www.mckendree.edu/music.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mckendree.edu/music


Directions to McKendree University 
 

DO NOT USE MAPQUEST DIRECTIONS DUE TO THE LEBANON FALL FESTIVAL. 
THE ROUTE PROVIDED BY MAPQUEST WILL BE BLOCKED THAT DAY! 

From St. Louis  
1.  Take I-64 East  
2.  Exit U.S. Route 50 East (Carlyle-Lebanon Exit  #19B). 
3.  Proceed to stoplight and turn right onto U.S. 50 at the MotoMart. 
4.  Proceed approximately 3.5 miles. 
5   Turn left onto Belleville Street (1/2 mile after Silver Creek). 
6.  Proceed for 1 mile and turn left onto Alton St.  
7.  After 1 block campus will be on your left.  Go over the hill and turn right into the circle drive at the 
Hettenhausen Center for the Arts to register. 

Directions from Northern Illinois  
1.  Take I-55 South or I-57 South to I-70 West. 
2.  Exit IL-4 South exit ( #33 from I-55 or exit #21 from I-70). 
3.  Turn left onto IL-4 South. 
4.  Turn right onto Center Street. (1 block before stoplight at top of the hill). 
5.  Continue through numerous stop signs to the T intersection then turn right onto Alton St. at stop sign. 
6.  After 1 block campus will be on your left.  Go over the hill and turn right into the circle drive at the 
Hettenhausen Center for the Arts to register. 

Directions from the Southeast  
1.  Consult your map. You may need to access I-57North if you are located in the 
southeastern corner of  Illinois 
2.  Take I-64 West towards St. Louis 
3.  Exit IL-4 ( #23)  
4.  Turn right onto IL-4 North to Lebanon  
5.  In Lebanon, proceed to flashing light at the 4-way stop.  After stopping continue one block to Center Street. 
6.  Turn left onto Center Street  
7.   Continue through numerous stop signs to the T intersection then turn right onto Alton St. at stop sign. 
8.   After 1 block campus will be on your left.  Go over the hill and turn right into the circle drive at the 
Hettenhausen Center for the Arts to register. 

Directions from the East  
1.  Take US-50 West. 
2.  US-50 meets with St. Louis St. at the flashing light at the 4-way stop. 
3.  Turn right onto IL Route #4. 
4.  Continue one block to Center Street. 
5.  Turn left onto Center Street  
6.  Continue through numerous stop signs to the T intersection then turn right onto Alton St. at stop sign. 
7.   After 1 block campus will be on your left.  Go over the hill and turn right into the circle drive at the 
Hettenhausen Center for the Arts to register.  
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PREVIEW OF CHAMPIONS  
2009 SCHEDULE 

 
School Band Name Group Performance 

  National Anthem   2:10 PM 

Johnston City High School Marching Indians 1A 2:15 PM 

Wesclin High School Marching Warriors 1A 2:30 PM 

Christian High School Marching Eagles 1A 2:45 PM 

Orchard Farm High School Marching Eagles 1A 3:00 PM 

BREAK     3:15 PM 

Fort Zumwalt South High School Bulldog Marching Band 2A 3:30 PM 

McCluer North High School Marching North Stars 2A 3:45 PM 

Hazelwood East High School Marching Spartans 2A 4:00 PM 

Carterville High School Marching Lions 2A 4:15 PM 

Murphysboro High School Crimson Express 2A 4:30 PM 

Urbana High School Tiger Marching Band 2A 4:45 PM 

BREAK     5:00 PM 

Timberland High School Marching Wolves 3A 5:15 PM 

Seckman High School Blue and Gold Brigade 3A 5:30 PM 

Waterloo High School Marching Bulldogs 3A 5:45 PM 

Metamora High School Marching Band 3A 6:00 PM 

Collinsville High School Marching Kahoks 3A 6:15 PM 

Carbondale High School Marching Terriers 3A 6:30 PM 

BREAK     6:45 PM 

Highland High School Marching Bulldogs 4A 7:00 PM 

Fort Zumwalt West High School Silver Jaguar Brigade 4A 7:15 PM 

Mascoutah High School Marching Indians 4A 7:30 PM 

BREAK     7:45 PM 

McKendree University  Marching Bearcat Band   8:00 PM 

        

Awards   8:20 PM 

 


