Testing Information

Illinois Certification Testing System (ICTS) is the testing program established by the Illinois legislature as a part of the Education Reform Act of 1985.  This program measures a part of what is essential for an Illinois educator:  a sound knowledge base in the basic skills and in the field of specialization covered by the certificate.  It is designed to be one component in a comprehensive process of assessment of a candidate’s qualifications that culminates in a certification decision.  Other aspects of the certification process, including course work in an approved program, grades, and advisement received at the teacher preparation institution, contribute to the assessment of candidates.
At this site you can register and find study guides for the Basic Skills test, the subject-matter knowledge tests, and the Assessment of Professional Teaching test.  Internet address:  www.icts.nesinc.com  If you have questions regarding test registration, administration procedures, or your receipt of registration, admission ticket, or score report, contact:

Phone:  (800) 239-8107 or (413) 256-2870.  

Phone for the Hearing Impaired:  (217) 256-8032.

Mailing address:


National Evaluation Systems, Inc.


P.O. Box 660


Amherst, MA  01004-9000

At this time, successful completion of three ICTS tests are required before a candidate can be certified to teach in Illinois.  These are the Basic Skills Test, the Content-area Test, and the Assessment of Professional Teaching Test.  Descriptions of these tests and a suggested timeline for taking these are included below:

Basic Skills Test:  The Illinois Certification Testing System requires successful completion of this test for admission to any Illinois teacher preparation program and for Certification.  A passing grade on this test is required to progress beyond the first eight credit hours in the program.  This test assesses reading comprehension, language arts (grammar and writing), and mathematics skills.
Content-area Tests:  This test will correspond to the Illinois-approved program which you are completing.  (Elementary majors will take the Elementary/Middle Grades Content Test.)This test should be taken prior to the student teaching semester.  It is required for program completion at McKendree.  A passing score will be required before a teacher candidate can begin student teaching.  

Assessment of Professional Teaching Test (APT):  Successful completion of this test is required for all teacher candidates who are completing approved teacher education programs in Illinois.  This test assesses candidates on the Illinois Professional Teaching Standards and the language arts and technology standards for all teachers.  There are four different levels of the APT:  Early Childhood, Elementary, Secondary, and Special.  Applicants must take a version of the APT appropriate to the certificate program being completed.  This test should be taken during the student teaching semester.
