Admission to Student Teaching

One year prior to the semester of student teaching, the student will apply to the Council on Teacher Education for admission to student teaching and must complete the following requirements prior to beginning student teaching:

	1.
	Submit an application to be accepted into Student Teaching one year prior to the student teaching semester.  Deadlines for submitting applications are:  October 1 for student teaching the following fall and March 1 for student teaching the following spring.  These should be submitted to the Field Experience Coordinator.



	2.
	Undergraduate teacher candidates must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.75 in all coursework accepted in transfer and all coursework completed at McKendree University.  Graduate teacher candidates must have a minimum GPA of 3.0.



	3.
	Complete all required field experience courses with favorable comments from cooperating teachers and clinical supervisors.  



	4.
	Complete all Education requirements prior to student teaching.



	5.
	Undergraduate teacher candidates must clear any referral for a Continuous Writing Check (CWC) by the Writing Proficiency Committee in the semester preceding student teaching.  (Refer to section of catalog stipulating Writing Proficiency Requirement.)



	6.
	Satisfy any grade point requirements for the major.



	7.
	All students must have taken and passed the appropriate Illinois Content Area Test prior to beginning the student teaching experience.


	8.
	A list of candidates seeking admission shall be distributed to the faculty of the University for review, comment and challenge. If a candidate’s application for admission to the student teaching program is challenged by three or more members of the faculty, that candidate’s application must be reviewed by a committee and a recommendation made to the Council on Teacher Education for consideration before that candidate can be admitted. If a candidate receives any challenge to admission, that information shall be included with the materials submitted to the Council on Teacher Education, and the Director of Teacher Education or his/her designee will counsel the candidate on the challenge and the ramifications it may have on the candidate’s admission.
Reasons for challenging a candidate’s admission to the program include but are not limited to: 

Evidence of issues of moral turpitude

Weak oral and/or written communication skills

Unethical behavior, including plagiarism

Poor classroom attendance

Dispositions inappropriate to teaching

If a candidate’s admission is challenged by three or more members of the faculty (full- or part-time), the Director of Teacher Education will ask each of the faculty members involved  to submit documentation or evidence to support the challenge. The Admissions Sub-committee of the COTE will review the materials submitted, and may ask the candidate and faculty members involved to meet with them to clarify or gather additional information. The committee will then make a recommendation to the Council on Teacher Education to admit, admit with conditions, or not admit the candidate to the student teaching program.



	9.
	Receive a majority vote of the Council on Teacher Education for acceptance into Student Teaching.


Student teaching carries 14 undergraduate credit hours or 6 graduate credit hours and 1 portfolio credit hour.  Unless exceptional circumstances prevail, no other courses will be taken with student teaching, and then only with the Council on Teacher Education’s knowledge and approval.  The Council on Teacher Education’s approval is also required for participation in any and all extracurricular activities while student teaching.  Transfer undergraduate students must have completed at least 24 credits of work at McKendree, including a teaching methods course and a field experience, prior to student teaching.

Student Teaching will take place in schools selected by the McKendree University Teacher Education Unit based upon a number of factors that include, but are not limited to, contractual arrangement, distance, quality of experience, compliance with the Unit’s Conceptual Framework and availability of qualified cooperating teachers.  Except in extreme circumstances beyond the control of the teacher candidate, student teaching must take place in Illinois within a 25-mile radius of the University.  Exceptions to this policy require the approval of the Director of Teacher Education.

Consanguinity Policy:
Teacher Candidates are not permitted to complete any intensive field experience in a school where relatives of the first or second degree are attending or employed. Teacher Candidates also may not complete any intensive field experience in a school or school district where a relative of the first or second degree is in a position of authority over cooperating clinical teachers (i.e., principal, superintendent, or member of the board of education).

Note:

A relative of the first or second degree by consanguinity or affinity includes:


Parent


Grandparent



Spouse’s Grandchild


Sibling


Uncle or Aunt



Sibling’s Spouse


Spouse


Spouse’s Parent or Sibling 

Parent’s Spouse


Child


Spouse’s Child



Grandparent’s Spouse

Grandchild 

Spouse’s Grandparent


Grandchild’s Spouse

You will be required to sign a Consanguinity Policy Form stating that you do not have a relative of the first or second degree by consanguinity or affinity, as defined above, attending or employed by the school in which you are doing your student teaching nor in a position of authority over cooperating clinical teachers.

Policy concerning Extra-Curricular Activities While Student Teaching**:

This policy addresses the importance of student teaching and how this affects participation in athletics and other extracurricular activities.
If you plan to engage in an extra-curricular activity at McKendree University or elsewhere during student teaching please fill out the following form and affix your signature at the bottom.  (i.e., sports, theater, music, outside coaching, course work, etc.)

I understand that student teaching is my primary responsibility; however during my student teaching I will also be involved in extra-curricular activities at McKendree University or in another venue.  These activities are ________________________________.  In order to participate in my extra-curricular activities during my student teaching experience, I understand that I am responsible for securing approval, approval with conditions, or denial from the Council on Teacher Education the semester before my student teaching experience.  I understand that this approval, approval with conditions, or denial must be obtained by completing the attached form and returning it to the Director of Teacher Education.  The Director of Teacher Education will then present the request to the Council on Teacher Education for approval, approval with conditions, or denial.  The Director of Teacher Education will then, in writing, inform you of the decision made by the Council on Teacher Education.

By completing the attached form I understand that this request is based on the information I currently have and if the circumstances change (i.e., scheduling or leave and return times, practice times, rehearsals, work schedules, etc.) I must resubmit my petition to the Council on Teacher Education.
If my petition is approved or approved with conditions, it is also my responsibility to inform my cooperating teacher and university supervisor in advance of any absences that may occur during my student teaching involving my extra-curricular schedule.  I understand that any student teaching time missed because of involvement with my extra-curricular schedule must be made up during the semester in which I am student teaching with the cooperating teacher of record.

**Failure to adhere to this policy may result in removal from student teaching.
