Advising Tips
Hours needed to graduate:


All students are required to earn 128 total hours to graduate.


All Lebanon campus students are required to earn 64 hours at McKendree.  This includes transfer students, who may end up with more than 128 hours in order to fulfill 64 in residence hours.

All students are required to earn 40 upper level (300-400) hours.  If a student transfers in a lower level course from a community college that fulfills an upper level course requirement at McKendree, that course does not contribute to their upper level hours.

PE Requirements:


Students need two (2) different physical activity courses (Yoga I and Yoga II will not fulfill the requirement).

The courses must be activity courses, not theory courses.  Activity courses are .5 or 1 hour.  Chances are good that anything over 1 hour will not fulfill the requirement.


Health substitution…if a student plans on substituting Health for their physical activity requirement, they must obtain a doctor’s note informing McKendree that the student cannot participate in PE courses.  The original doctor’s note must be on file in our office.  If a student mentions they will be excused from PE courses, encourage them to obtain the doctor’s note ASAP.


Age over 23…if a student is over the age of 23 when they matriculate, they are exempt from the PE requirement.  If a student turns 23 while they are a student, they must fulfill the requirement.

Philosophy or Religion and Ethics Requirements:


Students cannot use an ethics course to fulfill the PHILOSOPHY or RELIGION requirement, even if the ethics course has a PHI prefix.

English Requirements:


Advanced Placement (AP) English credit is not accepted to fulfill our ENG 111/112 requirement.  This AP credit will be transferred as elective only credit and will not fulfill any specific requirement.
First year students who wish to participate in the Honors Program and have come in with either ENG I and/or ENG II credit must register for at least ENG 112H in the spring semester.  


First year students who have declared English as their major and who have taken and 
passed ENG I and II at another school must be registered for ENG 290 Introduction to 
Literary Theory in the fall.  This is important for those who are also intending to be in 
secondary education.
Fine Arts:


Students may take three credits of choir or band.  Concert Choir MUS 154, Concert Band 
MUS 156; or applied lessons in all brass, woodwind, percussion instruments, guitar and 
string bass, voice.
Education Requirements:


Education requirements are unique (both Elementary and Secondary), including core requirements.  If a student has expressed an interest in Education it is best to follow the Education general education requirements. 

A few things to keep in mind:


(1) A student must have a cumulative GPA of at least 2.75 for admission to the Teacher Education Program.

(2) A grade of at least a “C” must be earned in ENG 111 and 112 and two mathematics courses (one of which must be MTH 142 or higher).

(3) The only education course available to first-year students is EDU 115 (Technology in the Classroom), which fulfills the computer competency requirement.

(4) Students need to have completed ENG 112 and have sophomore status to register for EDU 210 (Foundations of American Public Education), which requires two full mornings per week for field experience.


For questions or comments, please contact Miki Hausmann at X6498.

Transfer Students:


When a student transfers credits to McKendree, those credits are evaluated by our office and a check sheet is completed for their intended major and core courses.  Please refer to these when you advise to avoid signing a student up for a course he/she took elsewhere.  If a student takes a course at McKendree that is considered equivalent to a course he/she took elsewhere, we will consider it duplicate credit and will only accept the credits from one of the courses.

If you have any questions about transfer credit equivalencies, please feel free to contact Jenni Lerch in our office (x6957).  

Pass/Fail Option:


No course taken to satisfy a major or minor requirement may be taken using the Pass/C-/D/Fail grading option (unless that is the only way the course is offered).  ENG-111 and ENG-112 may not be taken using this option.  Students who started in Fall 2006 or later are limited to a total of three (3) Pass/C-/D/Fail courses during their career at McKendree (courses of 1 credit or less are exempt).
Double – Dipping Courses:


Any course applied toward the completion of one major or minor may not also be applied toward the fulfillment of elective requirements in another major or minor.  This does not apply to supplemental requirements.  Courses can, however, fulfill both a core and a major/minor requirement.  The same course, however, cannot fulfill two core requirements.  For example, Religions of the World can fulfill either the Religion or Cross-Cultural requirement, but not both.  For Religion majors it can fulfill both cross-cultural and a religion elective.
Graduation Applications:


Students are expected to apply for graduation the semester prior to graduation.  For example, if a student plans on graduating in May, their application is due into our office no later than the end of December.  As you advise seniors, please remind them of this deadline.  

Mathematics Placements: 

The mathematics placements listed on the student’s information sheet are mathematics courses the student is qualified to take. That does not mean that the student (or advisor) can pick from them haphazardly. Talk with the students and ask him/her if he/she has thought of a major. (Just because a student places into calculus does not mean he/she should take calculus!!!)

If a student is thinking about a major in mathematics, computer science, chemistry, biology, or any major with a pre-med emphasis and he/she qualifies for Math 210, then sign him/her up for MTH 210 (Calculus I).  
Many majors such as, Biology, Sociology, Psychology, Athletic Training and any major within the Business Division require MTH 310 as a supplementary requirement, which also counts as the student’s mathematics general education requirement. 

It is not absolutely necessary to place each student in a mathematics course his/her first semester unless he/she is thinking of becoming a mathematics, computer science, or chemistry major.
Tips for Advising Business Students:
The primary mistake first-year business students take is that they sign up for an ethics course or a cross-cultural course instead of waiting to take business ethics and international business.  Since it is writing intensive, business students usually take business ethics and are not pleased when they discover their general ethics course “didn’t count for anything.”  These two classes also satisfy management and marketing major electives.  

First-year students who are leaning toward an accounting major should take Principles of Accounting each semester.  Other business students do not need to take any business courses in the first year but should concentrate on completing their core classes.  

If classes are needed to complete schedules, business students could take microeconomics either semester (and macroeconomics second semester if they took micro during the first semester).  Principles of Accounting, Principles of Management and Principles of Marketing are also less desirable possibilities.  First-year students can do well in these if they have had some business classes or were FBLA in high school.  

If students have a strong math background coming in, they can also take statistics.  

Please encourage business students to pick a specific major if they are leaning toward Management, Marketing, Accounting or Economics/Finance.   If students have an interest in business but are unsure of which discipline, they should select Business Administration as their major.

Students interested in pursuing Nursing

McKendree offers a completion program in nursing which means that students must be registered nurses to enter our BSN program.  However, students may complete some general education courses and prerequisite courses at MCK for later acceptance into the Barnes-Jewish program.  Also, students may complete a four year degree from MCK and apply to several accelerated nursing programs in the area.  For more information, please contact Kim Eichelberger at 300 Stanton Street, 537-6411 or by e-mail kaeichelberger@mckendree.edu.
