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Article I – Name 

The name of this organization shall be the McKendree University Student Government Association. Hereafter referred to as SGA.

Article II – Purpose 

The purpose of the McKendree University SGA is to act as the representative governing body of the students on all University-related matters, and to oversee the fair distribution of SGA monies in accordance with University rules and regulations.
Article III – Membership 

All students attending McKendree University shall be members of the SGA.  
Membership in the Association guarantees:

A. Participation in student activity-based events.

B. Participation in SGA elections
C. Equality of rights shall not be denied to any student.

Article IV – Governance Structure 

The Governance structure of the McKendree University SGA shall consist of the Executive Board, the Senate, and the Advisor.

Article V – Executive Board

Section 1.  The Executive Board shall function as the primary administrative     

                 branch of the SGA.

Section 2.  The Executive Board shall consist of the following elected officials:

A. President

B. Vice President

C. Secretary

D. Treasurer

E. Student Counselor
Section 3.  The powers and duties of the Executive Board shall include but are not
 


     limited to:
A. Managing the administrative operations of the Association.

B. Executing the decisions of the Senate.

C. Serving as ex-officio members of all association committees.

D. Establishing any ad hoc committee which it deems necessary to fulfill its duties.
E. Reviewing and submitting the Senate-approved budget of the McKendree University SGA to the Dean of Student Affairs.

F. Representing the McKendree University SGA on the University-wide committees.
Section 4.   The Dean of Student Affairs or his/her appointment shall serve as 

      advisor to the Executive Board.
Article VI – Officers and Responsibilities

Section 1. President of the McKendree University SGA
A. Shall act as the chief executive officer of the SGA and shall be responsible for administration and operation of the Association.

B. Shall call and preside over all meetings of the Executive Board and the entire Association.

C. Shall act as spokesperson for the Association to the faculty, administration, Board of Trustees, and community, as well as the spokesperson from the Board of Trustees to the Association and the students.

D. Shall be responsible for the preparation of Executive Board agendas.

E. May exercise a veto of an action of the Senate, when she/he believes the action is not in the best interest of the student body.

F. May act on behalf of the SGA in the absence of the Senate and Executive Board when inaction would be against the best interest of the student body.  However, any action taken in such a situation must be ratified by the Senate at its next meeting by simple majority.

G. May appoint special ex-officio assistants in order to carry out the duties of the office of the President.

H. Shall maintain accountability for all committees that are part of the Association and appoint others, if necessary.

I. Shall oversee and delegate administrative duties of other Officers and Senators.

J. Shall carry out the provisions of the constitution.

K. Shall approve any duty that the President of the SGA deems necessary and proper to carry out.

Section 2.  Vice President of the McKendree University SGA
A. Shall serve as second in command of the Association.  In the event that the President is unable to fulfill the term of office, the Vice President shall assume the office of the President of the Association.

B. Shall preside over all meetings of the Senate when necessary or directed to do so by the President.

C. Shall be responsible for preparation of Senate agendas, validating any proxies, and voting in proxy for the President during executive council meetings.

D. Shall oversee all committees that are not part of the Association.

E. Shall ensure that all Senators are attending non-Association committee meetings.
F. Shall present, along with Senators in the committees, the information spoken about at the meetings.

G. Shall run meetings in the absence of the President.

H. Shall act as an ex-officio student observer at faculty meetings of the University.

I. Shall deal with all faculty relations and meetings of faculty members.

J. Shall approve any duty that the Vice President of the SGA deems necessary and proper to carry out.

Section 3. Secretary of McKendree University SGA
A. Shall be responsible for maintaining all of the Association’s records, minutes, and legal documents

B. Shall serve as chief communications officer of the Association.

C. Shall keep an official record of attendance of the Executive Board and Senate.

D. Shall take accurate minutes at each official meeting.

E. Shall be responsible for all correspondence between the Association and other entities.

F. Shall supervise clerical support staff hired or appointed by the Association.

G. Shall print and distribute the agenda for all meetings.

H. Shall see that all Senators receive a copy of the past meeting’s minutes no more than 3 days after the meeting.

I. Shall approve any duty that the Secretary of the SGA deems necessary and proper to carry out.

Section 4. Treasurer of McKendree University SGA
A. Shall serve as chairperson of the Association’s budget and finance committee and shall be responsible for the preparation of the Association’s budget.

B. Shall be responsible for maintaining a journal of all financial transactions of the Association.

C. Shall serve as the chief fiscal officer of the Association.

D. Shall ensure that all appropriated funds are expended in a manner consistent with the Association and McKendree University policies.

E. Shall approve the distribution of funds for all student organizations.

F. Shall make financial reports no more than 3 days after every meeting.

G. Shall make certain that the money is spent in the manner specified by organizations and shall obtain a receipt from each borrowing organization.

H. Shall deal with all requests of the budget.

I. Shall preside over allocations and budget request meetings.

J. Shall approve any duty that the Treasurer of the SGA deems necessary and proper to carry out.

Section 5.  Student Counselor of McKendree University SGA

A. Shall serve as the chief procedural officer of the Association.

B. Shall run association elections and handle impeachment inquiries.

C. Shall serve on behalf of the Senate as the prosecutor in the event of an impeachment.

D. Shall count all people ‘in favor’ and abstentions, then give record to the secretary.

E. Shall assume the duties of the Vice President in his/her absence.

F. Shall approve any duty that the Student Counselor of the Student Senate deems necessary and proper to carry out.

Section 6. General Membership of Senators
A. Senators are required to attend all declared meetings and assigned committee meetings. 
B. Upon the second unexcused absence or absence without a proxy, the senator will be reviewed for removal.

C. Shall participate in events and activities organized by the Association.

D. Shall conduct themselves in a professional manner.

Section 7.  Advisor to the Association

A. Shall maintain organization in the Association from year to year.

B. Shall attend a majority of meetings and shall oversee the decisions made by the Association.

C. At the end of every term, the advisor should have a review with the Executive Board to focus on improvements.
Article VII – Qualifications and Election of Officers

Section 1. Election of Officers/Executive Board



 A.  Elections for the officers of the Executive Board will take place in 


        the spring, after the first round election of all Senatorial spots. 
 B.  An officer’s term will last for one academic year.


             C.  To be considered for an officer position, one must be in good standing 

       with SGA and the school, and must be a member of SGA for one year 

       prior to running for an officer position.




D.  Should no student run for an executive position, it will remain vacant 


      until such time that a member of SGA wishes to petition, in which case 

      the SGA may appoint this position by nomination and majority vote. 


E. A representative may run for one executive board position and is bound 

    by the deadlines and requirements of the electoral process. 



F. Changes in the structure of the executive board may not be made 


    without the approval of the Dean of Students.  
Section 2.  Election of Senators



A.  Elections for senator positions will take place in the spring for 



      sophomores, juniors, and seniors and in the fall for first-year students.

B.  The senator’s term will last for one academic year.
C.  There shall be 5 senators for each class, in total 20 senators.

D.  Senator positions are open to all McKendree students with a 


      minimum GPA of 2.5 and who are in good standing with the 

        
      school.
E. Should there be a class representative seat open in SGA, a student may 
    
    be appointed by nomination and majority vote to serve in the vacant 
  
    seat for the duration of the term. 
Section 3.  Election Proceedings


             A.  Any individual that wishes to run for a position on Student 



       Government or Executive Board must complete a petition signed


       by 100 students. This petition must be turned in by a date and



       time specified by the Executive Board.


             B.  Voting shall be open to all McKendree students. Elections shall 


       take place online. 
 C.  Voting/Elections shall take place for no fewer than 3 days and no 
   
       more than 5 days. Election dates and number of days shall be 


       determined by the Executive Board and Election Committee.

 D.  Votes shall be counted by the Student Counselor, a member of the 

       Election Committee (whose name must not appear on ballot), or a 

       member of the Executive Board.


             E.   Executive board offices are awarded to the candidate 


        

       with the most votes for each position. Students receiving the five 


       highest number of votes for each academic class will be awarded a 


       senator position. Winners will be notified no later than 


    

       one week after elections are completed.

  F.  In the event of a tie, another election will be held to break the tie.

  G.  Failure to follow any of the above procedures will result in an


        immediate disqualification for a position.

  H.  The Election Committee shall consist of the Student Counselor and 

        senators. 
Article VIII – Impeachment

Section 1.  Officers of the organization may be impeached for:



A. Failure to attend meetings without justifiable reason 



B. Failure to fulfill the duties of office as outlined by this Constitution.

Section 2.  Impeachment charges can be brought forward by any member in good 


      standing.

Section 3.  The individual being charged must be notified both verbally and in 


     writing before the impeachment is presented. Individuals must also be 


     notified of the charges against them. 
Section 4.  Impeachments will be presented to the Senate by the Student
                 Counselor. 

A. The indicted individual will be allowed to speak to the SGA, 

     will be allowed to call witnesses, and can be cross-examined by the 
 Student Counselor. 

B. The Senate will then vote on impeachment by a super-


     majority vote. 
C. Impeachments will be monitored by the student 



     government advisor.
D. After the vote, the impeached member will be notified by a written  statement.
E. Impeachment challenges may be presented to the Executive Board in a 


                             private meeting, and may be further directed to the Dean of Students 
       
for final appeal. 
F. Impeached members will not have the privilege of running for a                               student government position until the next academic year. 
Article IX – Committees

Section I. Standing Committees Involving Student Representation

A. Technology Advisory Committee

i.    The Technology Advisory Committee is the committee responsible for dealing with important technological logistics relating to the internet, McKendree University website, Blackboard, campus printing, and other technological affairs. 

ii.  Senators shall represent the student body to the Information Technology department, as well as inform the student body of changes or proposed changes pertaining to the McKendree University website and other technological matters. 

B. Student Affairs Committee

i.    The Student Affairs Committee is a faculty committee that makes important decisions regarding student life and mainly non-academic decisions regarding the student body.

ii.   Senators shall represent the student body to the faculty and voice 

      problems or issues involving student life and will inform the student 

      body of changes and proposed changes to student life matters.

C. Academic Affairs Committee

i.
The Academic Affairs Committee is one consisting of faculty and administration members which makes decisions regarding student academic life and other institutional matters regarding McKendree University.

ii.   Senators shall represent the student body when dealing with issues regarding the aspects of academics and will inform the student body of changes and proposed changes regarding academic matters.

D. Library Affairs Committee

i. The Library Affairs Committee will deal with the important matters regarding book checkout, excessive book tardiness, and other important library related issues such as new book arrivals.

ii. Senators shall represent the student body in matters related to the library and also shall inform the student body of changes or issues regarding the library.



Section 2: Standing Committees within Student Government

A. Public Relations Committee

i. The Public Relations Committee will be responsible for being the voice of Student Government, primarily through the McKendree Review and other published or online platforms.

ii. Senators shall represent Student Government to the student body as well as to the rest of the University and the community.

Section 3: Non-Standing Committees: These are committees that may be created 
by the Executive Board when the need arises. Such examples include BBQ 
committee, Jim Dennis Appreciation committee, Spring Fling committee, or 
committees responsible for other school changes or events.


Section 4: Task Force Creation: In the event that a committee not covered within 
the Non-Standing or Core Four respective committees is deemed necessary, a 
Task Force may be created for the sole purpose of gathering information and/or 
emergency situations. The task force must be approved by the executive board.
Article X – Procedure


Section 1. Commencement Procedures

A. The President shall call the meeting to order at the prescribed meeting 

time.                 
B. The Secretary will verbally take roll

i.   The Secretary will verbally present proxies 

ii.  SGA will vote on the validity of proxies (simple majority)

iii. The Secretary will advise members who are within one absence of dismissal
C. Secretary’s report

i. SGA will vote to approve minutes by a simple majority
D. Treasurer’s report

i. SGA will vote to approve budget by a simple majority
E. Committee Reports

F. Old business
G. New business

i. Budget request presentations
H. Adjournment


Section 2.  Adjournment Procedures

                   A.  SGA Senator must motion to adjourn

             B.  Motion must be seconded by SGA Senator

             C.  Secretary must send minutes to SGA and adviser via email within 3  
                   days.

             D.  Treasurer must send budget to SGA and adviser via email within 3 days.
Section 3.  Proxies

A. Proxies may be submitted for illnesses, emergencies, and co-curricular 
      activities.
       B.  Proxies do not count toward a student’s overall absence count

       C.  Proxies regarding co-curricular activities must be placed in the   

             SGA mailbox by noon of the meeting day

                   D.  Proxies regarding illnesses and emergencies must be delivered to a 
member of the executive board via telephone or email prior to the start of the meeting 

Section 4.  Budget Presentations

A. Students must return budget requests to the SGA mailbox, or to SGA via email, by Friday at noon before. 
      meeting day

B. The Treasurer must notify students of the time and place of the budget 
      request meeting. 
       C.  Budget request meetings will be held every other week

       D.  Students will present in the order their packets were received

       E.  Students have five minutes to present

             F.  Students must leave after presenting

             G.  Discussion begins after all presenters have finished

       H.  A supermajority is needed to award a monetary package

       I.  The Student Counselor will count the votes 

       J.  Students involved in organizations must abstain from voting

       K.  The Treasurer must notify students of their award 

       L.  The Treasurer must deliver Transfer of Funds form to the SGA Adviser

Section 5.  Petitions

A. Petitions must be submitted to SGA via email at least 24 hours before the 
      meeting

B. The creator of the petition must give a five minute presentation on the 
      petition.
       C.  Discussion begins after presenter has finished

       D.  A supermajority is needed to sign the petition

       E.  The Student Counselor will count votes 

       F.  Senators objected to the petition may abstain from signing 
Section 6.  Voting

       A.  The President will open the floor for discussion

       B.  The Secretary will ask who wishes to speak pro/con on the issue

       C.  Senators will speak for no more than one minute on the issue

       D.  When the pro/con list is exhausted, a motion to vote can be made

       E.  The motion to vote must be seconded

       F.  The Student Counselor will count the votes

Article XI – Communication with the Student Body

Section 1.  Town Hall Meetings
A.  The SGA will host town hall meetings twice a semester.

B.  The representatives to each respective University-wide committee will 

report the issues of each committee at this forum.

C. Any member of the Student Body may attend and voice their concerns.        
Section 2.  In the event of a pressing student issue, town hall meetings will be 

                called at any time during the semester.  
Amendment I – Transition Procedures
A. At the end of each academic year the newly elected Executive Board 

      members will meet with the current Executive Board to discuss the following year.

B. The newly elected Board will attend a Student Government conference if 

      possible. 
